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What is this grant?
This scheme will provide grants for new and existing businesses that have a viable business growth plan which will lead to the creation of new jobs. It will also help to encourage new businesses to relocate to defined geographic areas in Ashfield, thereby supporting the development of a vibrant entrepreneurial business sector and increasing the number of occupied retail, hospitality, leisure, evening entertainment and professional services premises in our town centres. 
Certain businesses are excluded from applying for this grant - these include pawn brokers, adult/private shops, betting shops, national and international chain stores. 
Eligible businesses must be located in the areas covered by Policy SH1 District Shopping Centre and Policy SH4 Local Shopping Centre of the Ashfield District Council Local Plan 2002. The boundary of these areas is shown on the following map:
·  Ashfield District Council Enterprise Development Grant scheme eligibility map
Once you have clicked the link above, you will see a ‘search bar’ on the top of the screen, input your address, you will see a choice of addresses presented in a list: 
1. Select one of these listed addresses and a map will show. 
2. Your address will be shown on the map. 
3. Eligible locations will show in a green shaded area.
4. A further check is by clicking on the map next to your location marker, this will prompt a message to appear saying ‘Grant Eligibility: Yes or No.
Business premises outside of this area will not be eligible to apply.
This grant scheme will end on 31st March 2025. The closing date for applications is 31st October 2024.
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What can I use the grant for?
This grant can be used towards the following business expenditures: 
Costs relating to research and development work e.g., product development, including production of prototypes and research of new marketing opportunities
Costs associated with staff training, to improve skill levels, in order to introduce the proposed developments into the business
Internal building refurbishments.  (Shop fittings are not eligible).
Shop fronts only where this is part of an overall package of business improvements
Energy reduction and low carbon related advisory services
Costs relating to marketing advice.
Important
The Council has a strong preference for the use of local suppliers and businesses to be utilised in any grant funded work, for the benefit of the local economy.
How much could I receive?
This scheme will provide a grant up to £6,000 that will contribute towards 75% of the total eligible cost of the project (excluding VAT).
To obtain the maximum grant of £6,000, applicants will need to spend £8,000 
(total project cost excluding VAT). The applicant contribution is 25% of the total project cost, which for the maximum available grant would be £2,000.00 (excluding VAT).
The basic formula for calculating the matched grant is: 
Grant amount you are seeking £_____ / Divide by 0.75 = Total Project Cost 
[bookmark: _Hlk128989182]Total Project Cost – Grant amount = 25% applicant contribution
How is it paid?
This grant is paid in arrears. Applicants will need to pay for the total project before receiving the grant.
If a grant application is approved, applicants will have up to four months to submit copies of relevant invoices and bank statements showing that eligible expenditures have been made. Failure to produce the relevant information with this timeframe may result in your grant being delayed or withdrawn.
All invoices and bank statements must be dated after the grant application approval date. Items purchased using cash will not be eligible for grant payment.
The grant amount paid will be the lesser of the agreed amount or half of the eligible expenditure (excluding VAT).
To draw down the maximum grant of £6,000, applicants will need to provide evidence of any expenditures for agreed items valued at: £8,000 (excluding VAT).
The grant payment will be made directly into the applicant’s business bank account via BACS.A business bank account is a trading commercial account in the name of the applying business. All purchases must be made via the business account and all claim payments will be made to the same business account. Personal or current accounts are NOT eligible.
How do I apply?
[bookmark: _Hlk128994216]Step-1: Applicants will need to contact the Business Support Team at Ashfield District Council by email at business.support@ashfield.gov.uk and request an online meeting with one of our team to discuss their business growth plans. This meeting will help us to evaluate the suitability of this grant for your needs.
Step-2: Applicants will need to provide the following documents and submit these via an online portal. 
An application form
A business plan
A 12-month cash flow forecast and profit & loss
Three written quotes for any single item costing over £3,000
Confirmation of any necessary approvals, if required, e.g., planning permission, building regulations. Businesses will need to evidence that all required permissions have been obtained or produce written confirmation from their District Council that no permissions are required before a grant can be paid.
We recommend applicants seek support to undergo an appropriate course of business advice that leads to the production of a suitable business plan that demonstrates the viability of their business idea, together with a 12-month profit and loss forecast. Further information on where you can find help is shown here:
Ashfield District Council Support for Start Up Business Plans 
[bookmark: _Hlk129250699]For building control advice in Ashfield, please email Building Control at  buildingcontrol@erewash.gov.uk or telephone: 0115 907 2244. Please note that whilst we make decisions on building control in Ashfield, Erewash Borough Council handles applications and payments for Ashfield District Council. Further information is available at :Ashfield District Council Building Control Regulations Advice
If you need additional support completing your online application form, please contact Ashfield District Council's Business Support email at business.support@ashfield.gov.uk and ask to make an appointment to complete your application at our offices in Kirkby in Ashfield. One of our team will assist you with the application. However, please note that we are not allowed to complete the application for you.
What happens after I apply?
All applications will be subject to an assessment by a Panel and the amount offered will be at the discretion of the Panel and only whilst funds are available. The Panel’s decision is final and there is no right to appeal. 
In all cases, applicants need to apply for the grant by submitting their full application and obtain a written approval of the application before any work is undertaken OR items/equipment purchased.  This grant will not be paid towards the cost of any transactions that have occurred before the date of the approval.
If your grant application is successful, the applicant must agree to remain trading within the district for at least 12 months post award. The Council reserves the right to seek repayment of part/all of the grant if this condition is not met.  
Am I eligible to apply for a grant?
This scheme is available to small and medium sized enterprises (SME) who have been located in the district of Ashfield for at least six months OR who are located outside the district and are looking to move into the area. A small or medium-sized enterprise, or SME, is defined as a business or company that has fewer than 250 employees: and has either (a) annual turnover not exceeding 50 million Euros (approximately £40 million) or (b) an annual balance-sheet total not exceeding 43 million Euros (approximately £34 million)
Individuals looking to move into the district to start a business. 
Businesses already located in the district that have been registered as trading for more than six months (e.g., with HMRC or Companies House)
You must have a ‘Business Growth Plan’ in place and require additional funding to take it forward which will potentially create new jobs.
Your businesses must be located within one of the following locations: Ashfield District Council Enterprise Development Grant scheme eligibility map
Eligible businesses can take the legal form of Sole Trader, Partnership, Limited Company, or Social Enterprise/Community Interest Company (CIC). Eligible businesses must meet due diligence checks with HRMC and Companies House, and provide evidence of their business bank account, home, and business trading addresses.
Important notes
The amount of grant funding a business can apply for from Ashfield District Council is restricted to £12,000 in a 12-month period.  This can be made up from multiple eligible grants available from the Council that total up to a maximum of £12,000.
Any applicant who is offered and claims up to the scheme’s maximum amount (in this case £6,000) will not be eligible to apply to the same scheme again, even after a 12-month period has passed.
Applications submitted by Agents or Consultants will not be accepted. All applications must be submitted by the applicant. If your intended works require planning permission or building regulation approval and you require advice, please see the following webpage:
· Ashfield District Council Planning application advice 
Alternatively, you can contact the Ashfield District Council Duty Planner by email at dutyplanner@ashfield.gov.uk or call 01623 457388.
Due diligence checks
Ashfield District Council will undertake due diligence checks and will hold the following information on all applicants:
Name of business
Business Trading Address including postcode.
Unique identifier (preferably Company Reference Number (CRN)) if
applicable. If not applicable, VAT Registration Number, Self-Assessment Partnership Number, National Insurance Number, Unique Taxpayer Reference (UTR), Registered Charity Number are acceptable)
Nature of Business
Date business established.
Number of employees
Business rate account number (if applicable)
Cumulative total of previous funding received under all grants schemes.
Any outstanding debt to the Council
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Next steps
If you think your business growth project meets the criteria of this grant scheme and you would like to apply, then please request an online meeting with a member of the Business Support team to discuss your business growth plans. Email Ashfield District Council Business Support at business.support@ashfield.gov.uk
Please note this meeting is required before you can access our online portal to complete an application form and make a submission.
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