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Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople’s Accommodation
The text at sections 1-4 of this Paper has been extracted from the Housing Land Monitoring Report April 2025 (Section 11). As a consequence, the paragraph numbers have been updated, but the table numbers still reflect those in the monitoring report.


1. [bookmark: _Toc200038004]Policy Background

1.1	The paper Planning Policy for Traveller Sites December 2024 (PPTS) sets out the government’s planning policy for traveller sites and should be read in conjunction with the National Planning Policy Framework.

1.2	Paragraph 10 of the PPTS sets out that Local planning authorities should, in producing their Local Plan:

a) identify and update annually, a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient to provide 5 years’ worth of sites against their locally set targets;

b) identify a supply of specific, developable sites, or broad locations for growth, for years 6 to 10 and, where possible, for years 11-15.

1.3	The ‘saved’ policies contained within the Ashfield Local Plan Review 2002 (ALPR) represent the adopted policy for Ashfield District. Policy HG9: Gypsy Caravan Sites and Sites for Travelling Showpeople is a criteria-based policy which is used in decision making alongside more recent national policy. The ALPR does not identify any level of need, nor does it allocate any sites for Travellers.

1.4	The emerging Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040 is currently at examination stage and includes up-to-date policies in respect of Traveller accommodation. The following proposed policies and supporting text are directly relevant:

· Strategic Policy S7: Meeting Future Housing Provision
· Policy H2: Provision for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople
· Policy H2a: Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Site Allocations

1.5	In addition to the supply set out below, it should be noted that emerging Policy H2 is a criteria-based policy which does not preclude additional pitches, plots or sites coming forward through the planning application process based on the level of assessed need.
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2. [bookmark: _Hlk195700896]Identified level of need for Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation

2.1	The Greater Nottingham and Ashfield District Council Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment 2021 (GTAA) [SEV.21] identifies the level of future need for the District for the period 2020 to 2038. The GTAA used a methodology which provided accommodation need figures based on 3 different Gypsy/Traveller definitions as follows:

· Ethnic identity (including those who no longer travel);
· Based on the PPTS (August 2015) and 
· Related to the work interpretation (where accommodation need only takes account of those who travel in a caravan for work purposes).

2.2	Ashfield Council took a decision to plan for the higher level of need represented by the ‘Ethnic’ definition for the submitted Local Plan. This is consistent with the updated definition contained in the PPTS December 2024 and identifies the level of needs set out in Table 13 below:
[bookmark: _Toc200038006]Table 13: Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Needs
	Period
	Gypsy/Traveller Pitches
	Showpeople’s Plots

	2020 to 2025
	1
	9

	2025 to 2030
	1
	2

	2030 to 2035
	1
	2

	2035 to 2038
	1
	1

	Total 2020 to 2038
	4
	14



3. [bookmark: _Toc200038007]Supply of Gypsy/Traveller Pitches to meet identified need

3.1	Tables 14 and 15 illustrate the actual and anticipated supply of Gypsy/Traveller pitches to meet identified needs over the period 2020 to 2038. The tables illustrate that this need has already been met for the period 2020 to 2025, and that the submitted Local Plan proposes the allocation of an additional 4 pitches which are anticipated to address any outstanding need to 2040 (the submitted Local Plan end date). It should be noted that although this site has some planning history, it was not taken into account as supply in the GTAA due to ownership and its unavailability at that time.
[bookmark: _Toc200038008]Table 14: Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation Supply 2020 - 2025
	Site 
	Number of Pitches
	Planning Approval 
	Status at April 2025

	East of A611, Off Roberts Lane, Hucknall
	1
	11/12/2024
	Fully occupied 

	Total 
	1
	 
	 




[bookmark: _Toc200038009]Table 15: Proposed Gypsy/traveller Pitch allocation - Submitted Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040
	Site 
	Number of Pitches
	Draft Local Plan Ref.
	Notes

	Land East of Park Lane, Kirkby.
	4
	H2a(c)
	This site forms part of a wider site which has permission for 38 dwellings which includes this site as a safeguarded area for Gypsy/ Traveller use. 





4. [bookmark: _Toc200038010]Supply of Showpeople’s Plots to meet identified need

4.1	Tables 16 and 17 illustrate the actual and anticipated supply of travelling showpeople’s plots to meet identified needs over the period 2020 to 2038. The tables illustrate that this need has already partially been met, and that the submitted Local Plan proposes the allocation of an additional 7 plots which are anticipated to address any outstanding need to 2038.
[bookmark: _Toc200038011]Table 16: Travelling Showpeople's Accommodation Supply 2020 - 2025
	Site 
	Number of Plots
	Planning Approval 
	Status at April 2025

	Land off Park Lane (Phase 2), Kirkby.
	7
	17/02/2021
	Developed - Fully occupied

	Total 
	7
	 
	 



[bookmark: _Toc200038012]Table 17: Proposed Travelling Showpeople's allocation - Submitted Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040
	Site 
	Number of Plots
	Draft Local Plan Ref.
	Notes

	Land off Park Lane (Phase 3), Kirkby.
	7
	H2a(b)
	This site has been assessed in the SHELAA as available, potentially suitable and achievable, with an anticipated capacity for 7 showpeople’s plots. It forms an extension to an existing Showpeople’s site.


	Total
	7
	 
	 







5. Summary of provision against GTAA requirement

5.1	Tables A and B below illustrate the supply of accommodation provision against the identified minimum need set out in the GTAA 2020-2038 and illustrate that this is anticipated to be met in full by the proposed site allocations under Policy H2a. 

	Table A: Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation Requirement/Supply
	Gypsy/Traveller Pitch minimum requirement 2020-2038
	4

	New pitches delivered 2020 - 2025
	1

	Net pitch requirement 2025 - 2038
	3

	Future Supply from Policy H2a(c) allocation
	4

	Balance of requirement 2025 - 2038
	-1



Table B: Travelling Showpeople's Accommodation Requirement/Supply
	Showpeople's Plots minimum requirement 2020-2038
	14

	New plots delivered 2020 - 2025
	7

	Net plot requirement 2025 - 2038
	7

	Supply from Policy H2a(b) allocation
	7

	Balance of requirement 2025 - 2038
	0



5.2 It is acknowledged that there is a slight mismatch in the evidence base timeframe, i.e., the GTAA period of 2020-2038, rather than the Local Plan period of 2023-2040. However, since the quantum of assessed need is minimal, and the site allocations under policy H2a meet the identified need to 2038 in full, it is considered appropriate that any additional need is likely to be adequately addressed using criteria-based Policy H2.

5.3 In respect of a 5-year land supply, it is considered that both allocated sites are deliverable within this time period. As a consequence of the low level of identified need and the fact that this is anticipated to be met by 2 sites, the benefit of a 5-year land supply calculation is ambiguous. Nevertheless, this exercise has been undertaken in Tables C and D below and demonstrate a supply of 16.5 years and 12.4 years respectively.



Table C: Gypsy/Traveller Pitch 5 Year Land Supply
	Gypsy/Traveller Pitch minimum requirement 2025-2038
	3.00

	Annual requirement
	0.23

	5% Buffer
	0.01

	Annual requirement including buffer
	0.24

	Total 5 year requirement
	1.21

	Future Supply from Policy H2a(c) allocation
	4.00

	Total 5  Year supply
	16.51



Table D: Travelling Showpeople's Plots 5 Year Land Supply
	Travelling Showpeople's Plots minimum requirement 2025-2038
	7.00

	Annual requirement
	0.54

	5% Buffer
	0.03

	Annual requirement including buffer
	0.57

	Total 5 year requirement
	2.83

	Future Supply from Policy H2a(c) allocation
	7.00

	Total 5  Year supply
	12.38
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