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[bookmark: 1._Introduction][bookmark: _bookmark0]Introduction
1.1 The Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040 [Examination Library Ref: SD.01] was submitted to the Secretary of State for examination in April 2024. Subsequent Examination in Public hearing sessions were held in November 2024 and again in November 2025 and January 2026.

1.2 Following the conclusion of the Examination hearing sessions, the Planning Inspectors appointed to examine the Local Plan proposed a list of Main Modifications to make the Plan sound and legally compliant. These are shown in the Schedule of Main Modifications [Examination Library Ref: MOD.001] that has been published for consultation and has been subject to a further Sustainability Appraisal [Examination Library Ref: MOD.003 & MOD.003a-k] and Habitats Regulation Assessment [Examination Library Ref: MOD.004 & MOD.004a].

1.3 The Schedule of Main Modifications to the Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040, was consulted on between 17th June 2026 and 30th July 2026.

1.4 Although not subject to public consultation, for completeness, the Council also published a Schedule of Additional Modifications [Examination Library Ref: MOD.006], and a Schedule of Policies Map Modifications [Examination Library Ref: MOD.002]

1.5 This Consultation Statement has been prepared by the Council, and:

· Summarises feedback received where this relates to the content of the Schedule of Main Modifications;

· Includes a Council comment for each key point raised; and

· For transparency, where points were made during consultation that do not relate specifically to proposed Main Modifications, they have also been summarised.
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[bookmark: 2._How_did_we_consult?][bookmark: _bookmark1]How did we consult?
1.6 Consultation was undertaken in line with the provisions of the Ashfield District Council Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) [Examination Library Ref. SD.06]. The Council consulted all organisations and persons on the Council’s Local Plan database. This included the specific and general consultation bodies as set out in the SCI.

[bookmark: Making_copies_of_documentation_available][bookmark: _bookmark2]Making copies of documentation available for inspection during the consultation

1.7 Copies of the Main Modifications Schedule, the Additional Modifications Schedule, the Policies Map Modifications Schedule, the Ashfield Local Plan 2023 to 2040: With Main Modifications, representation forms and guidance were made available to view at the following venues. A poster was also placed at these venues to advertise this.

· Ashfield District Council – Main Offices, Kirkby in Ashfield
· Sutton in Ashfield Library
· Kirkby in Ashfield Library
· Hucknall Library
· Selston Parish Hall

1.8 In addition to the above, the following supporting documents were made available at the main Ashfield District Council Office:

· Sustainability Appraisal of the Main Modifications
· Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Main Modifications

[bookmark: Emails_and_letters][bookmark: _bookmark3]Emails and letters

1.9 Letters or emails were sent to 1389 individuals, companies, groups and organisations registered on the Local Plan Consultation Database to inform them of the public consultation.

1.10 In addition to the above, details of the consultation, together with a publicity leaflet were circulated via other internal Council departments as follows:

· Business Support mailing list (in excess of 1000 contacts)
· Community groups and voluntary organisations database

[bookmark: Website][bookmark: _bookmark4]Website

1.11 An accessibility checked copy of the consultation documents, representation forms (and guidance on making representations), frequently asked questions, all supporting documents and evidence base was available to view and download from the Council’s website.

[bookmark: Formal_Notices][bookmark: _bookmark5]Formal Notices

1.12 Formal notices were posted in the following newspapers:

· Eastwood and Kimberly Advertiser
· Hucknall Dispatch
· Mansfield Chad


[bookmark: 3._Who_responded?][bookmark: _bookmark6]Who responded?
1.13 A total of 20 persons or organisations responded resulting in a total of 87 individual representations. Of these:

· 79 representations were in relation to the Main Modifications, of these:

· 53 representations considered the Main Modifications to be Sound.

· 26 representations considered the Main Modifications to be Unsound (or made an objection) or requested changes to the Main Modifications.


· 2 representations were in relation to the proposed Polices Map changes (neither sound nor unsound).
· 6 representations were in relation to the Sustainability Appraisal and the Habitat Regulations Assessment (neither sound nor unsound).

It should be noted that where the representor did not answer the question about soundness and legal compliance, Ashfield District Council Planning Officers made a professional judgement to interpret the response, based on the content of their submission.


[bookmark: 4._What_was_said?][bookmark: _bookmark7]What was said?
1.14 Table 1 of this document provides a summary of the key issues raised pertinent to the Schedule of Main Modifications - Ashfield Local Plan 2023 to 2040.

1.15 Table 2 of this document provides a summary of the key issues raised to the Schedule of Policies Map Modifications - Ashfield Local Plan 2023 to 2040.

1.16 Table 3 of this document provides a summary of the key issues raised to the Sustainability Appraisal and the Habitat Regulations Assessment – Ashfield Local Plan 2023 to 2040.

1.17 No representations were received in relation to the Schedule of Additional Modifications – Ashfield Local Plan 2023 to 2040.

Table 1: Summary of key issues raised to the Main Modifications (MM) to the Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040

	[bookmark: _bookmark8]MM
Response ID
	MM
Ref.
	Summary of Proposed MM
	Summary of Respondent’s reason why MM is not Sound / Legally Compliant
	Respondent’s suggested change to the MM
	Councils Comment

	MMC 001
	MM60
	Add new Housing Site Policy for site H1Sk: Sunnyside Farm, Blackwell Road, Huthwaite
	Wording of Policy H1Sk is overly prescriptive and risks prejudicing the delivery of the allocation by imposing a fixed access requirement that may not be technically achievable or necessary. In particular criteria (a) and (c).
	Request the wording in the policy is amended as below:
a). Two inter-linked points of Vehicular access will be required off Blackwell Road, supported by a Transport Assessment
e). An appropriate design scheme that retains existing mature trees wherever practicable and strengthens and protects existing boundary hedgerows by gapping
up and planting additional hedgerow trees where necessary;
	The Council considers the wording of Policy H1Sk to be sound.

	MMC 002
	MM108
	Add new Appendix 11: Housing Site Allocations Masterplans – see Appendix C to the MM Schedule.
	Request new wording in the Masterplan for site HG1Sk
	Suggest new wording within the Residential Masterplan at Appendix 11 under the access and transport section “Vehicular access to the site will be informed by detailed technical assessment and agreed with Nottinghamshire County Council Highways Authority.”
	The Council considers the residential masterplan for site H1Sk is sound.

	MMC 003
	MM27
	Amendments to Policy EV4: Green Infrastructure, Biodiversity and Geodiversity.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 004
	MM41
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Hd: Land adjoining Stubbing Wood Farm, Watnall Road, Hucknall.
	No justification for green belt release
	Remove modification from the plan
	Housing site allocation H1Hd has not been proposed as an additional site via the Main Modifications consultation. A separate policy and additional wording have been advised by the Inspectors to ensure soundness. The justification for Green Belt release is set out in BP.01: Background Paper 1 - Spatial Strategy and Site Selection.

	MMC 005
	MM43
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.22, 6.23 &
6.24 - supporting text to Policy H1Hd: Land adjoining Stubbingwood Farm, Watnall Road, Hucknall.
	No justification for green belt release
	Remove modification from the plan
	Housing site allocation H1Hd has not been proposed as an additional site via the Main Modifications consultation. A separate policy and additional wording have been advised by the Inspectors to ensure soundness. The justification for Green Belt release is set out in BP.01: Background Paper 1 - Spatial Strategy and Site Selection.

	MMC 006
	MM41
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Hd: Land adjoining Stubbing Wood Farm, Watnall Road, Hucknall.
	No justification for green belt release
	Amend the spatial strategy to include sites of 500+ to preserve green belt
	The modification does not relate to the spatial strategy. Housing site allocation H1Hd has not been proposed as an additional site via the Main Modifications consultation. A separate policy and additional wording have been advised by the Inspectors to ensure soundness. The justification for Green Belt release is set out in BP.01: Background Paper 1 - Spatial Strategy and Site Selection.
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	MMC 007
	MM42
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.19 - supporting text to Policy H1Hd: Land adjoining Stubbingwood Farm, Watnall Road, Hucknall.
	No justification for green belt release
	Amend the spatial strategy to include sites of 500+ to preserve green belt
	The modification does not relate to the spatial strategy. Housing site allocation H1Hd has not been proposed as an additional site via the Main Modifications consultation. A separate policy and additional wording have been advised by the Inspectors to ensure soundness. The justification for Green Belt release is set out in BP.01: Background Paper 1 - Spatial Strategy and Site Selection.

	MMC 008
	MM4
	Amendments to Paragraph 1.57.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 009
	MM7
	Amend criteria 6 and add new criteria 10 to Policy S1.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 010
	MM8
	Add new supporting text to Paragraph
3.24 and replace and update Table 1.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 011
	MM9
	Add new supporting text after Paragraph
3.24 and insert new Table 1a.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 012
	MM16
	Amendments to Paragraph 3.63.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 013
	MM18
	Amendments to Paragraph 3.65 and updates to Table 2.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 014
	MM33
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.6.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 015
	MM34
	Amendments to Policy H1 Housing.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 016
	MM35
	Add new policy for site H1Hb: Linby Boarding Kennels.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 017
	MM36
	Amend Paragraph 6.10 - supporting text to Policy H1Hb: Linby Boarding Kennels, Hucknall.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 018
	MM37
	Amend Paragraph 6.12 - supporting text to Policy H1Hb: Linby Boarding Kennels, Hucknall.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 019
	MM39
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Hc: Land North of A611 / South of Broomhill Farm, Hucknall.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 020
	MM41
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Hd: Land adjoining Stubbing Wood Farm, Watnall Road, Hucknall.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 021
	MM42
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.19 - supporting text to Policy H1Hd: Land adjoining Stubbingwood Farm, Watnall Road, Hucknall.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 022
	MM43
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.22, 6.23 &
6.24 - supporting text to Policy H1Hd: Land adjoining Stubbingwood Farm, Watnall Road, Hucknall.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.



	MMC 023
	MM45
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Ka: Beacon Farm, Kirkby in Ashfield.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 024
	MM46
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.27 - supporting text to Policy H1Ka: Beacon Farm, Kirkby in Ashfield.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 025
	MM47
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.33 - supporting text to Policy H1Kc: Doles Lane, Kirkby in Ashfield.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 026
	MM49
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.34 - supporting text to Policy H1Kh: Land off Hucknall Road, Newstead.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 027
	MM51
	Add new supporting text after Paragraph
6.39 for the additional Kirkby site allocations.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 028
	MM53
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.43 - supporting text to Policy H1Sd: Adj. Oakham Business Park, Sutton in Ashfield.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 029
	MM55
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.48 - supporting text to Policy H1Sf: Rear of 23 Beck Lane, Skegby.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 030
	MM57
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Si: Rear of Kingsmill Hospital, Sutton in Ashfield.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 031
	MM60
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Sk: Sunnyside Farm, Blackwell Road, Huthwaite.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 032
	MM66
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Ss: land East of A6075 Beck Lane, Skegby.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 033
	MM73
	Add new supporting text after Paragraph
6.82 for the additional Sutton site allocations.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 034
	MM75
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Va: Land at Plainspot Farm, New Brinsley, Underwood.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 035
	MM76
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.48 - supporting text to Policy H1Va: Land at Plainspot Farm, New Brinsley, Underwood.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 036
	MM77
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Vc: Bull & Butcher, Selston.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 037
	MM78
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.87 - supporting text to Policy H1Vc: Bull & Butcher PH, Selston.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 038
	MM81
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Ve: Park Lane / South-West of M1, Selston.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 039
	MM82
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Vg: North of Larch Close, Underwood.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.



	MMC 040
	MM83
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.91 - supporting text to Policy H1Vg: North of Larch Close, Underwood.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 041
	MM88
	Add Recommended Housing Mix into Policy H6 after criteria 1.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 042
	MM90
	Add new criteria to Policy H7: Housing Density and include reference to 'net' hectarage.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 043
	MM98
	Add new supporting text after paragraph
7.7 relating to site EM2 S3.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 044
	MM106
	Amend Appendix 2 to provide a revised Five-Year Housing Land Supply and Housing Trajectory.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 045
	MM107
	Add new Appendix 2a: Distribution of New Housing (Dwellings) by Settlement Hierarchy.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 046
	MM108
	Add new Appendix 11: Housing Site Allocations Masterplans
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 047
	MM109
	Add new Appendix 12: Monitoring Framework
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 048
	MM110
	Add new Appendix 13: Existing Development Plan Policies to be superseded upon adoption.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 049
	MM106
	Amend Appendix 2 to provide a revised Five-Year Housing Land Supply and Housing Trajectory.
	Objects to the timeframe for delivery for site H1Ka being moved from years 4-5 to years 8-9 of the Plan. Vacant possession immediately available following adoption of the Local Plan.
Concerned the Council is seeking to delay development.
	n/a
	The Council considers that the 8-9 year timeframe for this site is appropriate. It is not considered that the site could be reasonably identified as 'deliverable' at this time and no developer or promoter is currently in place. The trajectories provide estimates of what development may come forward throughout the Local Plan period, however, they do not represent any restriction, nor impose any phasing policy which would prevent sites being brought forward earlier.

	MMC 050
	MM34
	Amendments to Policy H1 Housing.
	no comment
	Refers to planning application reference V/2024/0288 - Land at Common Lane, Hucknall, that was granted planning permission on appeal. Notes this was after preparation of the proposed modifications to the Plan and considers the site should be identified as a housing commitment or allocation in the Local Plan.
	The Council acknowledge that the Common Lane site (V/2024/0288) has recently secured planning permission, however this was at an advanced stage of the Local Plan Examination. The site will be recorded as a windfall site and will count towards housing supply in subsequent annual Housing Land Monitoring reports alongside other similar large sites which have recently been consented.

	MMC 051
	MM28
	Amend Policy EV5: Green Space & Recreation Facilities to include references to Sport and playing fields.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.



	MMC 052
	MM29
	Amendments to Paragraph 5.101 to include reference to sport and playing fields.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 053
	MM30
	Amendments to Paragraph 5.104 to specify proposals involving the loss of sports or recreation land and buildings will be assessed against Policy EV5.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 054
	MM31
	Amendments to Paragraph 5.105 to include reference to the Council's Public Open Space Strategy and Playing Pitch Strategy.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 055
	MM34
	Amendments to Policy H1 Housing.
	The Main Modifications do not adequately consider site KA062 (Land South of Salmon Lane, Annesley Woodhouse) and promote a pattern of development that does not fully align with the Plan's spatial strategy.
	Recommend further modifications to the Plan requiring the Council to, at a minimum, assess Site KA062 within the SA and consider its inclusion as an allocation.
	The Council considers that Policy H1 is sound and no amendments are necessary. MM34 provides an update to the original proposed housing allocations and also includes the new sites from the Additional Sites consultation.
Site KA062 was submitted too late to be fully assessed and included as a potential additional site. Policy H1 provides for sufficient supply to meet assessed needs and does not address promoted omission sites.

	MMC 056
	MM34
	Amendment to Policy H1 Housing.
	Representor does not make reference to Main Modifications - emphasises benefits of omission site land adjacent Springwood Cottage Farm, Stanton Hill (SHELAA ref SA072).
	Allocate land adjacent Springwood Cottage Farm, Stanton Hill as a housing site in the Local Plan.
	The Council considers that Policy H1 is sound and no amendments are necessary. MM34 provides an update to the original proposed housing allocations and also includes the new sites from the Additional Sites consultation.
Site SA072 was not taken forward for consideration as a potential housing site as it scored 'Red' in the SHELAA. Policy H1 provides for sufficient supply to meet assessed needs and does not address promoted omission sites.

	MMC 057
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	Support for Policy SD8: Contaminated Land and Unstable Land is noted, and that no changes have been proposed to the Policy as part of the MMs.

	MMC 058
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	Support for Policy SD10 and the transport evidence base is welcomed.

	MMC 059
	MM7
	Amendments to Policy S1: Spatial Strategy
	Exceptional circumstances have not been demonstrated to justify Green Belt release. Other sites for meeting the Authority's identified need have not been fully examined.
	Allocate land to the southeast of Sutton-in-Ashfield between Newark Road/Coxmoor Road (SHELAA ref SA001) to reduce reliance on Green Belt release.
	The justification for Green Belt release is set out in BP.01: Background Paper 1 - Spatial Strategy and Site Selection. Policy H1 provides for sufficient supply to meet assessed needs.

	MMC 060
	MM18
	Amend Paragraph 3.65 and Table 2 of Policy S7: Meeting Future Housing Provision
	There is a lack of evidence for the proposed windfall allowance. Also, given the historic lack of a 5-year supply of housing, the proposed 7.8% buffer is insufficient.
	Allocate land to the southeast of Sutton-in-Ashfield between Newark Road/Coxmoor Road (SHELAA ref SA001) to provide additional housing and increase the buffer.
	The justification for the small site windfall allowance is set out in the Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040 Housing Land Supply Position Statement, October 2024 (ADC.04) and is discussed further in the Council's Matter 9 Hearing Statement in response to the



	
	
	
	
	
	Inspectors question 9.4 (HS9.1a). The LP identifies a buffer of 8.9% over future housing supply. This is considered to be reasonable and is likely to be an underestimate when taking into account the realistic potential for future large site windfalls (for which no additional allowance is made).

	MMC 061
	MM34
	Amendments to Policy H1 Housing.
	Representor raises concerns about the site selection process, 500-unit threshold for site allocation and allocation of sites in the Green Belt.
	Allocate land to the southeast of Sutton-in-Ashfield between Newark Road/Coxmoor Road (SHELAA ref SA001).
	The justification for site selection and Green Belt release is set out in BP.01: Background Paper 1 - Spatial Strategy and Site Selection. The Council considers that Policy H1 is sound and no amendments are necessary. MM34 provides an update to the original proposed housing allocations and also includes the new sites from the Additional Sites consultation.
Policy H1 provides for sufficient supply to meet assessed needs and does not address promoted omission sites.

	MMC 062
	MM8
	Add new supporting text to the end of Paragraph 3.24 of Policy S1: Spatial Strategy
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 063
	MM106
	Amend Appendix 2 to provide a revised Five-Year Housing Land Supply and Housing Trajectory.
	The Council's land supply trajectory includes as many as 362 dwellings which do not meet the NPPF definition of 'deliverable'. The preferred strategy would not delivery a robust 5-year supply of housing. The plan is not positively prepared.
	No comment
	The Secretary of State has explicitly accepted that the NPPF definition of deliverable is not to be taken as a ‘closed list’ and site types not listed within the definition – for example, sites with a resolution to grant planning permission subject to the execution of a s.106 agreement, or draft allocations in an emerging plan – are capable of being deliverable if the evidence shows that they are “available now, offer a suitable location for development now, and are achievable with a realistic prospect that housing will be delivered on the site within five years“. This is further supported by PPG (Paragraph: 007 Reference ID: 68-007-20190722) which identifies examples of what may be used to demonstrate deliverability and also clarifies that plan-makers can use the Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment in demonstrating the deliverability of sites.
All sites included for delivery in the first 5 years are justified, and in many cases form part of the Council's own home building or regeneration programmes which are tied into specific timescales. These projects are currently progressing at pace.

	MMC 064
	MM8
	Add new supporting text to the end of Paragraph 3.24 of Policy S1: Spatial Strategy
	The spatial strategy remains unjustified and unclear. The plan does not propose sufficient allocations within
	Additional housing allocations are necessary in Hucknall, or at the least, sufficient ''white land'' to avoid further Green Belt release. Allocation of land at Common Lane, Hucknall would help to meet housing need.
	The Council acknowledge that the Common Lane site (V/2024/0288) has recently secured planning permission, however this was at an advanced stage of the Local Plan



	
	
	
	Hucknall to meet the need for housing and future growth.
	
	Examination. The site will be recorded as a windfall site and will count towards housing supply in subsequent annual Housing Land Monitoring reports alongside other similar large sites which have recently been consented.

	MMC 065
	MM104
	Amend Policy SD13: Health & Community Facilities, criteria 3 to include the word 'or'.
	n/a
	Request supporting Paragraph 9.128 is amended to make this consistent with Policy SD13: The Council will resist the loss of health and community facilities unless there is no longer a requirement for the facility in that location. The application will need to demonstrate that:
· No shortfall in provision will be created by the loss; or
· Adequate alternative facilities are already available in the area; or
· A replacement facility that meets the needs of the local population will be provided the facility is no longer required in its current use.
	The Council considers that the suggested changes to MM104 are appropriate.

	MMC 066
	MM23
	Amend criteria 2.a) of Policy S13: Green and Blue Infrastructure and Biodiversity
	n/a
	Where the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and Biodiversity Opportunity Maps (BOM) are referenced, the LNRS should be placed first as this is the statutory instrument:
a) protecting, connecting and enhancing important habitats, informed by the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham, and the Districts Biodiversity Opportunity Maps and
	The Council considers that the suggested changes to MM23 are appropriate.

	MMC 067
	MM24
	Add new paragraph after paragraph 3.131
	No comment
	Amend wording of new paragraph because Nottinghamshire is before Nottingham in the title of the LNRS:
Introduced by the Environment Act 2021, the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham’s is designed to enhance and restore biodiversity across the geographical county, including the seven districts (including Ashfield) and Nottingham City. As one of 48 LNRSs across England, the Nottinghamshire and Nottingham LNRS forms part of the UK Government’s Nature Recovery Network, which seeks to address biodiversity loss, climate change, and public health and well-being on a national scale.
	The Council considers that the suggested changes to MM24 are appropriate.

	MMC 068
	MM25
	Amend the last sentence of paragraph 3.133
	No comment
	The reference to the LNRS should be added before the BOM to read:
.	and the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for
Nottinghamshire and Nottingham and the Ashfield Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping Project (BOM).
	The Council considers that the suggested changes to MM25 are appropriate.

	MMC 069
	MM27
	Amend title of Policy EV4: Green and Blue Infrastructure and Biodiversity, and amend criteria of policy,
	No comment
	Amend Criteria 4 (d) of EV4. The reference to the LNRS should be moved before the BOM to read:
...Offsetting sites will need to be located in accordance with priority areas identified through the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham (LNRS) and the Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Opportunity Map (BOM).
	The Council considers that the suggested changes to MM27 are appropriate.

	MMC 070
	MM109
	Add new Appendix 12: Monitoring Framework
	No comment
	Amend details within Appendix 12: Monitoring Framework so that reference to the LNRS is moved before the BOM: Strategic Policy S13: Protecting & Enhancing Our
	The Council considers that the suggested changes to MM109 are appropriate.



	
	
	
	
	Green and Blue Infrastructure and Natural Environment Delivery against the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham, the District’s Biodiversity Opportunity Maps, and the Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy
Protect, conserve and enhance the District’s natural environment. Specific measures are set out in the LNRS, the Biodiversity Opportunity Maps, and the Green & Blue Infrastructure and Biodiversity Strategy.
	

	MMC 071
	MM82
	Add new Housing Policy for site H1Vg: North of Larch Close, Underwood
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 072
	MM83
	Amendments to Paragraph 6.91 - supporting text to Policy H1Vg: North of Larch Close, Underwood.
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 073
	MM106
	Amend Appendix 2 to provide a revised Five-Year Housing Land Supply and Housing Trajectory.
	n/a
	Representor notes it is their view that the anticipated housing delivery for site H1Vg - Land north of Larch Close, Underwood, as set out in the trajectory prior to the Main Modifications, was accurate and realistic and should therefore be reverted back to that within the adopted Development Plan.
	The Council considers that the 9-10 year timeframe for this site is appropriate. It is not considered that the site could be reasonably identified as 'deliverable' at this time and no developer or promoter is currently in place. The trajectories provide estimates of what development may come forward throughout the Local Plan period, however, they do not represent any restriction, nor impose any phasing policy which would prevent sites being brought forward earlier.

	MMC 074
	MM91
	Amend paragraph 6.172 of Policy H8: Houses in Multiple Occupation
	The narrower focus of the policy offers the potential for greater clarity and certainty. Concerns remain, however, as to the basis (evidence) on which Policy H8 has been put forward and its detailed wording. See comments on other Main Modifications
	Delete Policy H8.
	MM91 refers to the deletion of the words 'Flats and Bedsits' from the Policy title. In this respect the representation makes a comment only, which is acknowledged by the Council.

	MMC 075
	MM92
	Amend Policy H8 to include amended text relating to how HMO proposals will be assessed
	Local Plan evidence base does not provide sufficient information relating to Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) and how this has influenced the preparation of Policy H8 as amended by MM92. There is a lack of clarity over how the criteria as set out in MM92 would be applied to a proposal for a HMO. MM92 as proposed would preclude reasonable flexibility for property owners to help meet the housing needs of the district
	Delete Policy H8 in its entirety.
	The Council are content that the proposed wording for Policy H8 is sound and sufficiently flexible to help meet housing needs whilst ensuring mixed and balanced communities.
The approach taken has been informed by literature reviews of evidence prepared by other local authority areas in determining the threshold at which harmful impacts may occur, and in respect of best practice for the implementation of effective policy. This enables a proactive approach, rather than being reactive to an existing issue.

	MMC 076
	MM93
	Add new supporting text after Policy H8
	Under the second paragraph, the second bullet point refers to ‘larger HMO’ as does the final paragraph (‘larger HMOs’). Consistent terminology should be used throughout, the commonly used term being simply ‘large HMO’.
	If MM93 is to be accepted, it should be amended to refer only to ‘large’ HMO(s).
	The Council acknowledges the slight inconsistency in terminology and suggests amending the second reference in the final paragraph to 'large' from 'larger'.



	MMC 077
	MM94
	Amendments to paragraph 6.173
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.

	MMC 078
	MM95
	Add new supporting text after paragraph
6.175 to support updated Policy H8. Amend paragraph 6.176 and delete paragraph 6.177
	As referenced within the response to MM92, the Council has not presented any specific evidence in relation to 'local imbalance'. MM95 helpfully sets out information sources the Council would use to identify the number of HMOs in the locality. The Local Plan should require the Council to make the data on which it, or an owner/applicant, may rely on, to be readily available and accessible. If there is a charge for such information, it should not be restrictive.
	Delete Policy H8 in its entirety.
If Policy H8 is retained in some form, the Local Plan should make clear that any data sources on which the Council would base an assessment of any HMO proposal would also be readily and easily available to any reader of the Local Plan, and at zero cost or a cost that would not preclude any individual in engaging with the Local Plan and
/or application process.
	HMO proposals are monitored in the annual Housing Land Monitoring Report. Sections 3 and 10 are relevant to this topic.
Assessments will be made on a site-by-site basis at planning application stage.
In addition, a compact version of the public register for licensed HMOs can be viewed on the Council's website and is updated on a regular basis. Copies or extracts of the full register can be made available on request to the Council.

	MMC 079
	MM27
	Amend title of Policy EV4: Green and Blue Infrastructure and Biodiversity, and amend criteria of policy
	n/a
	n/a
	Support welcomed.



Table 2: Summary of key issues raised to the Policies Map Modifications (PMM) to the Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040

	PMM
Response ID
	PMM
Ref.
	Summary of Proposed PMM
	Summary of Respondent’s reason why PMM is correct
	Respondent’s suggested change to the PMM
	Councils Comment

	PMC 001
	PMM30
	Amend site boundary of Local Wildlife Site EV4wgo.
	Site has been changed to EV4, rather than Countryside, without any consultation.
	None supplied - representor refers to the fact that this site was submitted to the SHELAA for potential housing development in January 2026.
	The proposed Policies Map Modification reflects more up to date information from the Nottinghamshire Biodiversity and Geological Records centre.

	PMC 002
	PMM (all)
	n/a
	n/a
	Schedule of Policies Map Modifications (PMM)
- General support of the modifications and for the clarity that this schedule provides.
	Support welcomed.



Table 3: Summary of comments raised to the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Habitat Regulations Assessment of the Main Modifications 2023-2040
	OTH Response ID
	Comments on the Sustainability Appraisal
	Comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment
	Council’s Comment

	OTH 001
	General support for the Sustainability Appraisal report and appendices and its assessment of the likely effects of the proposed Main Modifications.
	n/a
	Support welcomed

	OTH 002
	SA Appendix D - General support and, in particular, for the revised justification by the Council for the selection of the Beacon Farm Site, KA002 (H1Ka).
	n/a
	Support welcomed

	OTH 003
	SA Appendix E - General support and, in particular, for Strategic Appraisal Objective 1, Housing, which is designed to ensure that the proposed housing stock will meet the housing needs of the Ashfield Local Plan area.
	n/a
	Support welcomed

	OTH 004
	SA Appendix F - Support in particular with regard to housing, biodiversity, green infrastructure and landscape
	n/a
	Support welcomed

	OTH 005
	SA Appendix G - Support for the Indicative Monitoring Indicators identified and for the commitment to refine them over time.
	n/a
	Support welcomed

	OTH 006
	n/a

	HRA of the Main Modifications and HRA Appendix A - Support for this assessment, which confirms that the majority of Main Modifications do not result in any adverse changes to the outcomes of the HRA prepared at Submission stage, or of the Addendum HRA Report prepared during the Examination process. Particular attention is drawn to the conclusion that Local Plan policies and proposals, including the Main Modifications, will not give rise to adverse impacts on the site integrity of any European site or the Sherwood Forest ppSPA, either alone or in combination.
	Support welcomed
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