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	Non-Technical Summary



Purpose of this report

The Pre-Submission draft Local Plan and Proposed Modifications
This document is the May 2026 addendum to the Regulation 19 Pre-Submission Draft Sustainability Appraisal Report (2023). The purpose of this addendum is to assess the likely significant effects of the proposed main modifications to the draft Ashfield Local Plan to update the previous Sustainability Appraisal (SA) as appropriate and to ensure that all the likely significant effects of the draft Local Plan (as proposed) have been identified, described and evaluated. The report supports the Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040: Main Modifications Consultation. 
This report should be read in conjunction with the documents on the Council’s examination website (Examination Library):
WSP (2023) Ashfield Local Plan 2023 to 2040: Regulation 19 Pre-Submission Draft Sustainability Appraisal Report - November 2023 [SD0.3 and SD.03a – SD.03n]
WSP (2025) Ashfield Local Plan – Sustainability Appraisal Report Addendum - February 2025 [HSC.03 – HSC.07]

What is Sustainability Appraisal (SA)?
National planning policy[footnoteRef:1] states that local plans are key to delivering sustainable development.  Sustainable development is that which seeks to strike a balance between economic, environmental and social factors to meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It is very important that the Ashfield Local Plan contributes to a sustainable future for the plan area.  To support this objective, the Council is required to carry out a SA of the Local Plan[footnoteRef:2].  SA is a means of ensuring that the likely social, economic and environmental effects of the Local Plan are identified, described and appraised and also incorporates a process set out under UK regulations[footnoteRef:3] called Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).  Where negative effects are identified, measures will be proposed to avoid, minimise or mitigate such effects.  Where any positive effects are identified, measures will be considered that could enhance such effects.  SA is therefore an integral part of the preparation of the Local Plan.   [1:  Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities (DLHC) (now Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG)) (2023) National Planning Policy Framework. Available via: September 2023 NPPF. As the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan reached pre-submission publication stage before 19 March 2024 the policies of the September 2023 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2023) apply ]  [2:  The requirement for SA of local plans is set out under section 19(5) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.]  [3:  Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (statutory instrument 2004 No. 1633).] 

Determining the significant of the proposed modifications for SA
The proposed modifications to the draft Local Plan are either Main Modifications (MMs), Policy Map Modifications (PMMs) and Additional Modifications (AMs). These have been reviewed to determine whether further appraisal within the SA is required.  Section 3.2 sets out the principles that have been used to determine the likely significance of any proposed modification.  These include consideration of the implications for the SA where the proposed modification:
introduces a new policy;
adds text to an existing policy such as the introduction of an additional criterion; 
deletes text from a policy;
identifies a new site allocation;
deletes a site allocation; or
amends the supporting text clarifying how policies will be implemented.
The screening of the proposed modifications is set out in Appendix A in relation to Main Modifications (MMs), Appendix B for Policy Map Modifications (PMMs) and Appendix C for Additional Modifications (AMs). The summary of those proposed modifications that are considered significant for SA is set out in Section 3.2).  
How have the proposed modifications been appraised?
A SA Framework has been developed to complete the appraisal of the emerging Local Plan.  This contains a series of sustainability objectives and guide questions that reflect both the current socio-economic and environmental issues which may affect (or be affected by) the Local Plan and the objectives contained within other plans and programmes reviewed for their relevance to the SA and Local Plan.  The SA objectives are shown in Table NTS1-1. 
Table NTS1-1 	SA Objectives used to appraise the Local Plan Pre-Submission Draft
	SA Objectives

	1. Housing - To ensure that the housing stock meets the housing needs of Ashfield.

	2. Health  - To improve health and wellbeing and reduce health inequalities.

	3. Historic Environment - To conserve and enhance Ashfield’s historic environment, heritage assets and their settings.

	4. Community Safety - To improve community safety, reduce crime and the fear of crime.

	5. Social Inclusion Deprivation - To improve social inclusion and to close the gap between the most deprived areas and the rest of Ashfield.

	6. Biodiversity & Green Infrastructure - To conserve, enhance and increase biodiversity levels and Green & Blue Infrastructure

	7. Landscape- To protect enhance and manage the character and appearance of Ashfield’s landscape /townscape, maintaining and strengthening local distinctiveness and sense of place.

	8. Natural Resources - To minimise the loss of natural resources including soils, greenfield land and the best quality agricultural land.

	9. Air & noise pollution - To reduce air pollution and the proportion of the local population subject to noise pollution.

	10. Water Quality - To conserve and improve water quality and quantity.

	11. Waste - To minimise waste and increase the re-use and recycling of waste materials.

	12. Climate Change and Flood Risk - To adapt to climate change by reducing and manage the risk of flooding and the resulting detriment to people, property and the environment.

	13. Climate Change and Energy Efficiency - To adapt to climate change by minimise energy usage and to develop Ashfield’s renewable energy resource, reducing dependency on non-renewable sources.

	14. Travel and Accessibility - To improve travel choice and accessibility, reduce the need for travel by car and shorten the length and duration of journeys.

	15. Employment - To create high quality employment opportunities including opportunities for increased learn and skills to meet the needs of the District.

	16. Economy - To improve the efficiency, competitiveness and adaptability of the local economy.

	17. Town Centres - Increase the vitality and viability of Ashfield’s town centres.


The Local Plan Pre-Submission Draft policies have been appraised using matrices to identify likely significant effects on the SA objectives.  A qualitative scoring system has been adopted which is set out in Table NTS1-2.  This scoring has been used where changes to the appraisal in the Pre-Submission Draft SA Report (Nov 2023) have been identified in Appendix A, Appendix B or Appendix C (with updated appraisals contained in Appendices D to F).  
Where the revision to matrices requires the removal of text, this is indicated using strikethrough, where new text has been added this is underlined. Similarly, where the score has been amended in a matrix this is also indicated using strikethrough for the previous score and underlining for the new score. The outcome of these appraisals is summarised in Section 3 of this Report. 
[bookmark: _Toc114146524]Table NTS1-2 	Scoring System used in the appraisal of the draft Local Plan
	Score
	Description
	Symbol

	Significant Positive Effect
	The option contributes significantly to the achievement of the objective.
	++

	Minor Positive Effect
	The option contributes to the achievement of the objective but not significantly.
	+

	Neutral
	The option does not have any effect on the achievement of the objective 
	0

	Minor Negative Effect
	The option detracts from the achievement of the objective but not significantly.
	-

	Significant Negative Effect
	The option detracts significantly from the achievement of the objective.
	--

	No Relationship
	There is no clear relationship between the option and the achievement of the objective or the relationship is negligible.
	~

	Uncertain
	The option has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information may be available to enable an appraisal to be made. 
	?


Proposed land allocations and reasonable alternatives have been appraised against the SA objectives that comprise the SA Framework using tailored appraisal criteria and associated thresholds of significance (see Appendix H: Site Scoring Framework).
What are the findings of the report?
Local Plan Vision and Strategic Objectives
The Local Plan vision and accompanying 14 strategic objectives were assessed for their compatibility with the SA objectives with the findings presented in Section 5.2 of the 2023 SA Report.  The screening has confirmed that the proposed modifications will not result in changes to the vision or objectives and therefore the 2023 SA Report assessment remains valid.
Proposed land allocations
Within the MMs, the Council has proposed a range of additional site allocations to be included in Policy H1 to enable it to identify the range of sites required to meet the housing requirement in the Pre-Submission Draft Local, whilst one site was removed due being below the 10 dwelling threshold. 
The 2025 SA Report Addendum included the appraisal of the sites not previously subject to SA. An updated appraisal is contained in Appendix D. Appendix D also contains an appraisal of any new sites considered to be reasonable alternatives by the Council since the submission of the Local Plan. 
Table 5.6 to 5.9 of the Pre-submission SA Report (Nov 2023) set out summaries of the proposed housing allocations in the Hucknall, Kirkby, Sutton and Selston Parish area. These tables are updated as set out in Table 3-4 to Table 3-7.   
In terms of the Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople and strategic employment land allocations, no changes have been identified. 
With regard to employment land allocations, no changes were identified for the appraisal, though the proposed allocation reference for HK025 -Surplus land for employment, Rolls Royce, Watnall Road, Hucknall in Table 5.12 of the 2023 SA Report is updated to reference EM2 H3 (part), which replaces the incorrect reference to site EM4 h4.

Local Plan Policies
Strategic Policies
The MMs set out a range of changes to the policy wording of the strategic policies. The proposed modifications have been reviewed (see Appendix A) and those considered significant are summarised in Table 3-1. An updated appraisal is presented in Appendix E.
The changes made to the appraisal of the strategic policies are generally confined to updates to the supporting appraisal commentary rather than changes to the assessment scoring. The only change to assessment scoring relates to Policy S9 in respect of waste (SA Objective 11), where a combination of minor positive and minor negative effects has now been identified, rather than solely minor negative effects as previously assessed. This change reflects amendments to Policy S9 which now allow for the development of sustainable waste management facilities, where appropriate.
Modifications to Policy S1 clarify that some allocated sites would involve the release of Green Belt land. This does not alter the overall spatial strategy and no changes to appraisal scoring have been identified, although the supporting appraisal commentary has been updated accordingly.
Changes to Policy S7 relate to the inclusion of the accommodation needs of Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople identified in the Greater Nottingham and Ashfield District Council Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) (2021), which were previously addressed only within Policy H2a. Additional policy wording has also been introduced to address the potential need to meet future Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople accommodation requirements. No changes to appraisal scoring have been identified as a result of these amendments, although appraisal commentary has been updated.
Further changes were made to Policy S2, to require major development to maximise social value; to Policy S3, in relation to achieving lower than greenfield run‑off rates where possible; and to Policy S13, to include explicit reference to blue infrastructure. Minor amendments were also made to appraisal commentary to reflect the findings of the Nottinghamshire and Nottingham Local Nature Recovery Strategy. These changes have not resulted in any changes to appraisal scoring, but the supporting assessment commentary has been updated to reflect the revised policy wording.
The proposed modifications in the following thematic sections of the Pre-Submission Draft Local have been reviewed (see Appendix A) and those considered significant are summarised in Table 3-1. An updated appraisal is resented in Appendix F.
Meeting the challenge of climate change and adapt to its effects
No modifications that were considered significant for the purposes of SA were identified for the policies in this section. However, the appraisal commentary was updated to reflect the final version of the Severn Trent Water Resource Management Plan 2024 (2025) is now in place. 
Protecting and enhancing Ashfield’s character through its natural environment and heritage
The modifications identified for this section did not result in a change in the SA scoring identified but did result in updates to its supporting text. The appraisal commentary has been updated for: Policy EV4 to reflect that policy covers blue infrastructure; Policy EV5 to reflect that the policy also seeks to protect sports facilities and playing fields; and Policy EV9 to reflect it now specifically affords protection to potential and known archaeological assets within the District. 
Meeting local housing needs and aspirations
This section of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan has seen the addition of 13 additional housing site allocations in Policy H1 (sites appraisal is set out in Appendix D). Additionally, 11 new policies are proposed for site allocations. On the whole, the new site allocation policies would have significant positive or minor positive effects against the SA Objectives of SA Objective 1 (housing), 2 (health), 4 (community safety), 5 (social inclusion), 15 (employment), 16 (economy) and 17 (town centres). Minor negative effects are identified against the SA Objectives 8 (natural resources), 9 (air & noise pollution), 10 (water quality), 11 (waste) and 13 (climate change). 
For SA Objective 3 (historic environment) the majority of the site allocation policies were assessed as having neutral or neutral with uncertain effects. However, policies H1Hb, H1Sk, H1Va and H1Vc are identified as having minor negative effects with uncertainties. 
The majority of the new site allocation policies are assessed as having a combination of minor positive and minor negative effects against SA Objective 6 (biodiversity). This reflects that several sites are located close to, or partially include, designated biodiversity assets, which gives rise to the potential for adverse effects. However, the policies also include requirements to protect and enhance biodiversity, including through mitigation measures such as landscape buffers, resulting in the identification of minor positive effects. In contrast, positive effects are identified for Policies H1Va and H1Vc, as the associated sites are not located in close proximity to identified biodiversity assets.
A similar combination of minor positive and minor negative effects has been identified for all of the new site allocation policies against SA Objective 7 (landscape). This reflects the potential for development to adversely affect local landscape character, whilst recognising that the policies include self‑mitigating measures designed to minimise and manage landscape impacts.
It is also noted that Policy H1Si has been assessed as having minor positive and minor negative effects against SA Objective 8 (natural resources) due to its associated site including both greenfield and a small area of brownfield land. No changes have been identified to the cumulative effects for the policies in this section.
No changes were made to the appraisal scoring in relation to the other proposed changes in the MMs. However, changes were identified to appraisal commentary to reflect changes in relation to specifying appropriate housing mix (Policy H6); ensuring residential development would be of an appropriate density (Policy H7); and the management of HMOs (Policy H8).  
Building a strong economy which provides opportunities for local people
The MMs relating to this section screened in relate to the removal of text referencing High Speed 2 (HS2). No changes to the SA findings or assessment scoring have been identified as a result. However, the SA Report has been updated to reflect the current position.
Placing vibrant town and local centres at the heart of the community
The MMs relating to this section resulted in minor changes to the appraisal commentary to reflect the inclusion of wording related to the Town Centre Local Centre Study 2023. 
Achieving successful development through well designed places
The only assessment scoring change identified within this section is for Policy SD5, which was identified as minor positive effect SA Objective 11 (waste) rather than a neutral effect as assessed previously, reflecting that this policy now seeks to allow for the provision of sustainable waste management facilities where appropriate.
The appraisal commentary for Policy SD12 was updated to ensure it reflects that the policy clearly seeks to ensure no adverse effects on the significance and setting heritage assets occur due to new development.
Cumulative effects
In determining the significance of effects of a plan or programme, the SEA Regulations require that consideration is given to the cumulative nature of the effects.  Section 5.8 of the 2023 SA Report considers the potential for the policies and proposals contained within the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan to act in-combination both with each other and other plans and programmes to generate cumulative (including synergistic and secondary) effects. 
In relation to cumulative effects, the review undertaken as part of this SA Addendum has confirmed that the proposed modifications do not give rise to any new or materially different cumulative effects beyond those identified in the 2023 SA Report. 
The only cumulative score in Table 5.13 of the 2023 SA Report that has changed as a result of the main modifications is related to the policies contained within the Meeting Local Housing Needs and Aspirations section, which is now assessed as having a mix of minor positive and minor negative effects with uncertainties against SA Objective 6 (biodiversity), reflecting the mix of effects identified for the 11 new residential housing site allocation policies that have been added to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan. 
Monitoring Indicators
MM109 introduces Appendix 12 (Monitoring Framework) to the Pre‑submission Draft Local Plan. This appendix sets out how the Local Plan will be monitored following adoption to ensure that it is delivering its objectives and that its policies are operating effectively. The SA monitoring framework has been reviewed in light of MM109, and minor amendments have been made to ensure alignment with the updated Local Plan monitoring arrangements. The framework is included in Appendix G: Indicative Monitoring Indicators. The final SA monitoring framework will be included in the Post Adoption Statement (PAS), in line with the SEA Regulations.
Next steps
The addendum to the 2023 SA report is a supporting document to the Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040: Main Modifications Consultation. Comments are invited on the findings and recommendations of this report.  
Please note: The consultation is only related to the content of the Main Modifications (soundness) and how they have been prepared (legal compliance). Other parts of the plan will not be considered.
The consultation runs from 17 June to 5.00pm 30 July 2026. If you wish to make comments, please use one of the following methods:  
E-mail: localplans@ashfield.gov.uk
Online through the interactive form: Main-modifications-consultation
Post: Forward Planning Team, Ashfield District Council, Urban Road, Kirkby-In-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire, NG17 8DA.
Please quote the relevant modification reference, policy or paragraph to which your response relates. 
Following the close of the consultation, the inspector will complete and publish their final report, recommending any changes that are considered necessary to make the Local Plan sound.  After adoption of the Local Plan, a Post Adoption Statement will be completed, consistent with the requirements of the SEA regulations 16(4).
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[bookmark: _Toc231283735]Overview
Ashfield District Council (the Council) is currently preparing its Local Plan. The Local Plan will set out the vision, objectives, planning policies and site allocations that will guide development in the district to 2040.  The Council is published its Regulation 19 Pre-Submission Draft (the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan) for representations to be made on its content between 4 December 2023 and 29 January 2024.
The Council engaged WSP UK Ltd[footnoteRef:4] to undertake the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan, incorporating Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA), of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan. A SA Report (2023)[footnoteRef:5] presenting the findings of this assessment (hereafter referred to as the ‘2023 SA Report’) was submitted alongside the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan to the Planning Inspectorate for Examination in Public (EiP). The SA appraised the environmental, social and economic performance of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan against a set of sustainability objectives in order to identify the likely significant social, economic and environmental effects.  Where appropriate, the SA highlighted areas where measures to avoid, minimise or mitigate any potential negative effects could be required.  Similarly, and where appropriate, opportunities to enhance the contribution that the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan could make to sustainability were also identified.   [4:  Previous SA work in support of the Draft Local Plan was undertaken by Wood Group UK Ltd. The Wood E&I business was acquired by WSP in September 2022.]  [5:  WSP (2023) Ashfield Local Plan 2023 to 2040: Regulation 19 Pre-Submission Draft Sustainability Appraisal Report - November 2023 [SD0.3 and SD.03a – SD.03n]] 

The Council proposed a number of new site allocations for inclusion in the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan as a result of the first set of EiP hearings held in November 2024. These were consulted on in the Ashfield Local Plan consultation on additional housing sites[footnoteRef:6] and SA Report Addendum (hereafter referred to as the ‘2025 SA Report Addendum’).[footnoteRef:7] Further EiP hearing sessions were held in November and December 2025 and January 2026. [6:  Ashfield Local Plan 2023 to 2040 Consultation on additional housing site allocations – Consultation document [HSC0.1]]  [7:  WSP (2025) Ashfield Local Plan – Sustainability Appraisal Report Addendum - February 2025 [HSC.03 – HSC.07]. Please note that WSP prepared an addendum to consider site alternatives made available for SA assessment after Regulation 19 consultation (the Sustainability Appraisal Addendum to Appendix H (October 2024) [ADC.25]). This was not formally accepted by the Inspectors in 2024 but was published in January 2026 following the close of the EiP hearing sessions. The site appraisals contained therein and updated reasons for selection/rejection were included in the February 2025 SA Report Addendum [HSC.03] and consulted on as part of the additional housing sites consultation. In this current SA Report Addendum, reference is only made to the 2025 SA Report Addendum. ] 

A set of proposed modifications to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan have been identified following the close of the EiP hearings. These comprise: 
Main Modifications (MMs); 
Policies Map Modifications (PMMs); and 
Additional Modifications (AMs). 
This document is an addendum to the 2023 SA Report and has been prepared in order to take account of, and appraise, the proposed modifications to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan.  The addendum assesses the likely significant effects of the proposed modifications in order to update the 2023 SA Report (as appropriate) and ensure that all the likely significant effects of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan (as proposed to be modified) have been identified, described and evaluated.   
The SA is iterative. Where the proposed modifications have previously been assessed as part of the previous 2025 SA Report Addendum, and are unchanged, the assessment has not been repeated. However, the Report includes the outcomes of the previous appraisal. Where further changes to those previously assessed are identified these new changes have been reviewed.
[bookmark: _Toc231283736]The Ashfield Local Plan
On adoption, the Local Plan will be the statutory development plan for the district replacing the saved policies of the Ashfield Local Plan Review (2002).  Together with any neighbourhood plans that have been made, it will provide the basis for determining planning applications and outlines the main criteria that the Council will employ in assessing planning proposals within the district. 
The Council had progressed some way towards adoption of a Local Plan before ceasing work on its preparation. The Local Plan Publication (2016) was submitted for examination on 24th February 2017 supported by a SA Report.  A Main Modifications consultation of the Local Plan was undertaken and the Plan had reached a stage where the Inspector’s Report was anticipated.  However, on 6th September 2018, the Council resolved to withdraw the Local Plan from examination.[footnoteRef:8]   [8:  Minutes of Extraordinary Council meeting on 6th September 2018 are available via: Extraordinary Council meeting minutes] 

In 2019 the Council commenced work on a new Local Plan. A SA Scoping Report[footnoteRef:9] was consulted on between 20 December 2019 and 3 February 2020.   Informed by a review of other relevant polices, plans and programmes as well as baseline information and the identification of key sustainability issues affecting the District, the Scoping Report set out the proposed framework for the appraisal of the Local Plan (the SA Framework).   [9:  Ashfield District Council (2019) Sustainability appraisal scoping report 2020 [CD0.5, CD0.5a, CD.06]] 

A Draft Local Plan (Regulation 18) was published for consultation between 4 October and 16 November 2021[footnoteRef:10] and included the vision and Local Plan objectives, development requirements and spatial strategy, proposed site allocations and plan policies. This was accompanied by a SA Report.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  Ashfield District Council (2021) Draft Local Plan 2020-2038 (Regulation 18 full version) [CD.01]]  [11:  Wood (2021) Ashfield Local Plan Consultation Draft Local Plan (Regulation 18) Sustainability Appraisal Report [CD.04]] 

Taking into account representations received during consultation on the Draft Local Plan (Regulation 18), the Council made a range of changes to the Local Plan following the 2021 consultation. The changes included:
Change in the plan period from 2020 to 2038 to 2023 to 2040.
Amendments to the Local Plan vision and strategic objectives. 
Change to the preferred housing requirement to 446 dwellings per annum (dpa) based on the application of the latest standard methodology (reduced from 457 dpa identified at the 2021 Draft Local Plan stage).  
Change in the preferred employment quantum to 81 hectares (ha) of land between 2023 and 2040 reflecting the change in the base year and evidence updates. 
Change in spatial strategy with a revised focus on dispersed development (Option 3 - Dispersed Development (across the district) rather than the earlier focus on two new settlements, further moderate Green Belt release and more limited development in/adjoining Sutton and Kirkby, and existing rural settlements (Option 10). 
The change in the spatial strategy led to the removal of two new settlements from the site options chosen. Additionally, there have been changes to a number of other proposed site allocations including additional sites and removal of others. 
Further development and refinement of the strategic and development management policies, including taking into account recommendations from the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) and Heritage Impact Assessment.
The Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan comprises:
Vision and Strategic Objectives;
The preferred options in terms of the quantum of growth (housing and employment development requirements) and distribution of growth (Spatial Strategy);
Proposed sites allocations;
Proposed strategic and development management policies.
Following the close of consultation, the Council submitted the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan to the Planning Inspectorate on 29 April 2024 for independent examination with hearing sessions taking place in 2024, 2025 and 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc231283737]Proposed Modifications
Under Section 20(7) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004), as revised by Section 112 of the Localism Act (2011), modifications are either classified as "main" or "additional" modifications:
‘Main’ modifications (MMs) are required to resolve issues in order to make the Local Plan sound or to ensure its legal compliance. They involve changes or insertions to policies and text that are essential to enable the plan to be adopted. MMs are therefore changes that have an impact on the implementation of a policy.
‘Additional’ modifications (AMs) are of a more minor nature and do not materially affect the policies set out in the draft Local Plan. Additional modifications mainly relate to points where a need has been identified to clarify the text, include updated facts, or make typographical or grammatical revisions which improve the readability of the Local Plan.
The Council has also identified a number of proposed changes to the Local Plan Policies Map (Policies Map Modifications (PMMs)). These changes are in response to, and ensure alignment with, the MMs and AMs.
The proposed modifications are set out in Appendices A, B and C of this report.
[bookmark: _Toc231283738]Sustainability Appraisal
[bookmark: _Toc231283739]The requirements for Sustainability Appraisal
Under Section 19(5) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the Council is required to carry out a SA of the Local Plan to help guide the selection and development of policies and proposals in terms of their potential social, environmental and economic effects.  In undertaking this requirement, local planning authorities must also incorporate the requirements of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (statutory instrument 2004 No. 1633) (SEA Regulations).  
The SEA regulations seek to provide a high level of protection of the environment by integrating environmental considerations into the process of preparing certain plans and programmes.  
As the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan reached pre-submission publication stage before 19 March 2024 the policies of the September 2023 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2023) apply[footnoteRef:12].  [12:  Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities (DLHC) (2023) National Planning Policy Framework. Available via: September 2023 NPPF The transitional arrangements are outlined in the December 2023 version of the NPPF at Annex 1: Implementation. Available via:  December 2023 NPPF] 

At paragraphs 15-16, the NPPF[footnoteRef:13] sets out that local plans provide a framework for addressing housing needs and other economic, social and environmental priorities and that they must be prepared with the objective of contributing to the achievement of sustainable development.  In this context, paragraph 32 reiterates the requirement for SA/SEA as it relates to local plan preparation: [13:  Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities (DLHC) (now Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG)) (2023) National Planning Policy Framework. Available via: September 2023 NPPF] 

“Local plans and spatial development strategies should be informed throughout their preparation by a sustainability appraisal that meets the relevant legal requirements.  This should demonstrate how the plan has addressed relevant economic, social and environmental objectives (including opportunities for net gains).  Significant adverse impacts on these objectives should be avoided and, wherever possible, alternative options which reduce or eliminate such impacts should be pursued.  Where significant adverse impacts are unavoidable, suitable mitigation measures should be proposed (or, where this is not possible, compensatory measures should be considered).”
The Planning Practice Guidance[footnoteRef:14] (PPG) also makes clear that SA plays an important role in demonstrating that a local plan reflects (and contributes to) sustainability objectives and has considered reasonable alternatives.  In this regard, SA will help to ensure that a local plan is “justified”, a key test of soundness that concerns the extent to which the plan is an appropriate strategy, when considered against the reasonable alternatives and available and proportionate evidence. [14:  MHCLG (2019) Planning Practice Guidance, Strategic environmental assessment and sustainability appraisal, Paragraph: 001 Reference ID: 11-001-20190722] 

In this context, SA has been an integral part of the preparation of the Ashfield Local Plan.  SA of the Local Plan helps to ensure that the likely social, economic and environmental effects of the Plan are identified, described and appraised.  Where negative effects are identified, measures will be proposed to avoid, minimise or mitigate such effects.  Where any positive effects are identified, measures will be considered that could enhance such effects.
[bookmark: _Toc231283740]Sustainability Appraisal of the draft Local Plan
SA has been an integral part of the preparation of the draft Local Plan with each stage of the Plan’s development having been accompanied by a SA, as follows:
Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report consultation (2019)
Draft Local Plan (Regulation 18 full version) (2021)
Local Plan Pre-Submission Draft (Regulation 19 Consultation) (2023).
The SA Report accompanying the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan was prepared to meet the reporting requirements of the SEA Regulations and assessed:
the vision and strategic objectives;
the preferred development housing and employment growth options and preferred spatial strategy option (including an individual appraisal of site allocations) and reasonable alternatives;
proposed policies; and
the cumulative, synergistic and secondary effects of the draft Local Plan, both alone and in-combination with other plans and programmes.
Following submission of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan, the Council undertook consultation on potential modifications, in the form of additional site allocations in February (2025), which was supported by 2025 SA Report Addendum. 
The Council is now consulting on the full range of MMs, PMMs and AMs identified through the EiP. This SA Report Addendum considers the implications of all the changes.
[bookmark: _Toc231283741]Habitats Regulations Assessment
The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) has been undertaken separate to the SA. The HRA of the Main Modifications concludes that the modifications will not alter the scale, nature, or location of development in a manner that would result in adverse effects on the integrity of any European site or the Sherwood Forest ppSPA.
It can therefore be concluded that the proposed modifications to the Local Plan will not give rise to adverse impacts on the site integrity of any European site or the Sherwood Forest ppSPA, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects.
[bookmark: _Toc231283742]Purpose of this report
This document is the May 2026 addendum to the Ashfield Local Plan 2023 to 2040: Regulation 19 Pre-Submission Draft Sustainability Appraisal Report (November 2023). The purpose of this addendum is to assess the likely significant effects of the proposed modifications to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan to update the previous SA as appropriate and to ensure that all the likely significant effects of the draft Local Plan (as proposed) have been identified, described and evaluated.  The report supports the Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040: Main Modifications Consultation.  
This report should be read in conjunction with the following documents which can be accessed through the Council’s examination website[footnoteRef:15]:  [15:  Available via: Ashfield Local Plan Examination Please note that WSP prepared an addendum to consider site alternatives made available for SA assessment after Regulation 19 consultation (the Sustainability Appraisal Addendum to Appendix H (October 2024) [ADC.25]). This was not formally accepted by the Inspectors in 2024 but was published in January 2026 following the close of the EiP hearing sessions. The site appraisals contained therein and updated reasons for selection/rejection were included in the February 2025 SA Report Addendum [HSC.03] and consulted on as part of the additional housing sites consultation. In this current SA Report Addendum reference is only made to the 2025 SA Report Addendum.] 

WSP (2023) Ashfield Local Plan 2023 to 2040: Regulation 19 Pre-Submission Draft Sustainability Appraisal Report - November 2023 [SD0.3 and SD.03a – SD.03n]; and
WSP (2025) Ashfield Local Plan – Sustainability Appraisal Report Addendum - February 2025 [HSC.03 – HSC.07].
To ensure that the Local Plan takes into account sustainability considerations, and to meet the Council’s responsibilities under the SEA Regulations, this report has been prepared to screen and, where necessary, appraise, the Council’s proposed MMs to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan in order to update the 2023 SA Report and 2025 SA Report Addendum.  This is consistent with the Inspectors’ Post Hearing Advice regarding Main Modifications and related matters (ref: INS09) which states that “The Council will also need to ensure that the requirements for Sustainability Appraisal (SA) … in relation to the potential MMs to the submitted plan have been satisfied”.  For completeness, the Council’s proposed AMs and PMMs to the draft Local Plan are also considered in this report.   
[bookmark: _Toc231283743]Structure of this SA Report Addendum
The remainder of the SA Report Addendum is structured as follows:
Section 2: SA Approach - Describes the approach to identifying the proposed modifications that are significant for the purposes of the SA and sets out the methodology for their appraisal;
Section 3: Appraisal of the Proposed Modifications - Identifies the modifications that are significant and summarises the findings of their appraisal, including the implications for, and subsequent amendments to, the 2023 SA Report (Appendices A, B and C present the results of the screening exercise whilst updated appraisal matrices are contained at Appendices D to F);
Section 4: Conclusion, monitoring and next steps: Presents the conclusions of the SA of the proposed modifications, implications for monitoring, and details the next steps for the SA of the Local Plan.

[bookmark: xchp0018][bookmark: _Toc231283744]SA Approach 
[bookmark: _Toc231283745]Introduction
This section describes the approach to the SA, including how any proposed changes to policies/sites have then been appraised. It also sets out the SA objectives against which those proposed modifications that are considered to be significant have been appraised.  The SA methodology is the same as that applied to each earlier iteration of the draft Local Plan.
[bookmark: _Toc231283746]Determining the significance for the SA of the Modifications
This section sets out the approach to determining the significance of the proposed changes.  National Planning Practice Guidance[footnoteRef:16] states that: [16:  MHCLG (2019) Planning Practice Guidance, Strategic environmental assessment and sustainability appraisal, Paragraph 021 Reference ID: 11-021-20140306] 

“The sustainability appraisal report will not necessarily have to be amended if the plan is modified following responses to consultations. Modifications to the sustainability appraisal should be considered only where appropriate and proportionate to the level of change being made to the plan. A change is likely to be significant if it substantially alters the plan and/ or is likely to give rise to significant effects.
Further assessment may be required if the changes have not previously been assessed and are likely to give rise to significant effects. A further round of consultation on the sustainability appraisal may also be required in such circumstances but this should only be undertaken where necessary. Changes to the plan that are not significant will not require further sustainability appraisal work.”
There is no detailed guidance on how to determine significance in this context. The following paragraphs set out the key principles underpinning the screening of changes in the context of the proposed modifications to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan.
[bookmark: _Toc231283747]Key Principles
The screening of the proposed modifications to the Local Plan (MMs, PMMs and AMs) is set out in Appendices A, B and C. The summary of those proposed modifications that are considered significant for SA is set out in Section 3.2.
A number of modifications are proposed to make the wording and/or intent of policies clearer and/or to ensure consistency with national planning policy and other Local Plan policies. This can be through either clarification to policy wording or the provision of additional information that expands upon the existing text. These modifications are not considered to be significant for the purposes of the SA unless they introduce a new criterion that has not been previously appraised or have implications for the appraisal commentary. Where modifications involve the deletion of text from a policy, the revised wording has been considered to see if it has any implications for the SA, both in terms of the conclusions of the 2023 SA Report or the commentary accompanying relevant parts of the assessment, with significance determined on a case-by-case basis.
Where a proposed modification to a policy introduces or removes criteria, a judgement has been made as to whether or not the MM would affect the previous appraisal and/or should be acknowledged in the appraisal.  In such instances, significance has been determined on a case by case basis and a comment made on whether or not the previous appraisal has been amended and which SA objectives are affected.
Where modifications involve the deletion of text from a policy, the revised wording has been considered to see if it has any implications for the SA, both in terms of the conclusions of the SA or the commentary accompanying relevant part of the assessment. Where MMs involve the introduction of a new policy, this is treated as significant. 
Proposed modifications to supporting text clarify how policies will be implemented and/or provide justification for them. Such modifications have not been considered to be significant, except where they give effect to changes identified for the housing requirement.  
Modifications that involve the introduction of a new/replacement policy are considered to be significant for the purposes of the SA. 
Changes to the quantum of development (development requirements) to be provided over the plan period are considered to be significant for the purposes of the SA.
Additional land allocations are considered significant and have been assessed. 
Where modifications involve the deletion of a preferred site, the change is not considered to be significant (so the deletion of the site has not been assessed) where the site is now not considered to be appropriate for inclusion in the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan, although the implications of the removal for the findings of the 2023 SA Report are considered in Section 3.
Where the revision to matrices requires the removal of text, this is indicated using strikethrough, where new text has been added this is underlined. Similarly, where the score has been amended in a matrix this is also indicated using strikethrough for the previous score and underlining for the new score. The outcome of these appraisals is summarised in Section 3. See Appendices D, E and F for appraisals.
[bookmark: _Toc231283748]The SA Framework
The SA Framework comprises sustainability objectives and guide questions to inform the appraisal.  Establishing appropriate SA objectives and guide questions is central to appraising the sustainability effects of the Ashfield Local Plan.  Broadly, the SA objectives define the long-term aspirations for the district with regard to social, economic and environmental considerations and it is against these objectives that the performance of the emerging Local Plan has been appraised.
Table 2.1 presents the revised SA objectives and the key questions/guidance relating to each of the objectives used in the appraisal. The SA objectives and guide questions reflect the analysis of the key objectives and policies arising from the review of plans and programmes (Section 2), the key sustainability issues identified through the analysis of Ashfield’s social, economic and environmental baseline conditions (Section 3) and comments received during consultation on the Scoping Report.  The SEA Regulation topic(s) to which each of the SA objectives relates is included in the third column. 
[bookmark: _Toc225774735][bookmark: _Toc228182045][bookmark: _Toc230795353]Table 2-1 - SA Framework
	SA Objectives
	Decision making criteria
	SEA Regulation Topic

	1. Housing
To ensure that the housing stock meets the housing needs of Ashfield.
	· Will it provide sufficient new homes taking into account need and demand?
· Will it support the range of housing types and sizes, including affordable, to meet the needs of all sectors in the community?
· Will it create sustainable, inclusive and mixed communities?
· Will it promote high standards of design and construction?
· Will it reduce the number of unfit homes?
· For a heritage asset will it help to reduce the number of vacant buildings through adaptive re-use?
· Will it meet the needs of the travelling community?
	Population/ Human health/ Material assets

	2. Health
To improve health and wellbeing and reduce health inequalities.
	· Will it increase life expectancy?
· Will it reduce health inequalities? 
· Will it improve access to services?
· Will it protect and enhance open spaces of amenity and recreational value?
· Will it increase the opportunities for recreational physical activity?
· Will it encourage healthy lifestyles, including travel and food choices? 
	Population/ Human health/ Material assets.

	3. Historic Environment
To conserve and enhance Ashfield’s historic environment, heritage assets and their settings.

	· Will it conserve and/or enhance designated heritage assets and none designated heritage assets, the historic environment and the setting of heritage assets?
· Will it respect, maintain and strengthen local character and distinctiveness? 
· Lead to the repair and adaptive reuse of a heritage asset? 
· Will it increase social benefit (e.g. education, participation, citizenship, health and wellbeing) derived from the historic environment?
· Will it provide better opportunities for people to access and understand local heritage and to participate in cultural activities?
· Will it increase the economic benefit from the historic environment?
· Will it ensure that repair/ maintenance is sympathetic to local character?
	Cultural Heritage/ Human health/ Material assets

	4.Community Safety
To improve community safety, reduce crime and the fear of crime.
	· Will it help to create a safe environment?
· Will it reduce crime and the fear of crime?
· Will it contribute to a safe secure environment?
· Does it design out crime?
	Population/ Human health

	5.Social Inclusion Deprivation
To improve social inclusion and to close the gap between the most deprived areas and the rest of Ashfield.
	· Will it address the Indices of Multiple Deprivation and the underlying indicators?
· Wil it promote effective integration with existing communities? 
· Will it provide for affordable housing?
· Will it provide for an appropriate housing mix?
· Will it improve accessibility to key local services and facilities, including health, education and leisure?
· Will it improve accessibility to shopping facilities?
	Population/ Human health/ Material assets

	6. Biodiversity & Green Infrastructure
To conserve, enhance and increase biodiversity levels and Green & Blue Infrastructure
	· Will it protect SPAs SAC and SSSI?
· Will it protect, maintain and enhance or provide mitigation for sites designated for their local nature conservation interest?
· Does the plan seek to prevent habitat & wildlife corridor fragmentation?
· Does it provide opportunities for provision & enhancement of priority habitat or species?
· Does it provide opportunities for provision & enhancement of green space / green infrastructure? 
· Will it lead to a loss of or damage to a designated geological site?
· Will it provide opportunities for people to access the natural environment?
· Will it conserve and enhance biodiversity taking into account the impacts of climate change?
· Will it promote carbon sequestration?
	Biodiversity/ Human health/ Fauna/ Flora/ Climatic factors/ Landscape/ Material assets

	7.Landscape
To protect enhance and manage the character and appearance of Ashfield’s landscape /townscape, maintaining and strengthening local distinctiveness and sense of place.

	· Will it maintain and/or enhance the local distinctiveness and character of landscape?
· Will it recognise and protect the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside?
· Will it promote development that is in scale and proportionate to host settlement? 
· Will it promote sites that are well planned or soft landscaped in such a way as to positively enhance the environment?
· Will it protect the strategic function of the Green Belt? 
	Biodiversity/ Human health/ Fauna/ Flora/ Landscape/ Cultural heritage/ Material assets

	8.Natural Resources
To minimise the loss of natural resources including soils, greenfield land and the best quality agricultural land.
	· Will it use land that has been previously developed (brownfield land)?
· Will it protect and enhance the best and most versatile agricultural land?
· Will it prevent soil degradation & contamination?
· Will it impact on a minerals safeguarded area?
	Soil/ Fauna/ Flora/ Material assets

	9.Air & noise pollution
To reduce air pollution and the proportion of the local population subject to noise pollution.
	· Will it limit or reduce emissions of air pollutants & improve air quality?
· Will it limit or reduce noise pollution?
	Air/ Human health/ Material assets

	10.Water Quality
To conserve and improve water quality and quantity.

	· Will it reduce water consumption?
· Will it maintain or enhance water quality?
· Will it implement SUDs, where appropriate, to avoid run off of polluted water to water courses or aquifers?
	Water/ Climatic factors

	11.Waste
To minimise waste and increase the re-use and recycling of waste materials.
	· Will it move management of waste up the waste hierarchy?
· Will it help in increase waste recovery and recycling? 
· Will it reduce waste in the construction industry?
	Climatic factors/ Landscape/ Material assets

	12. Climate Change and Flood Risk
To adapt to climate change by reducing and manage the risk of flooding and the resulting detriment to people, property and the environment.
	· Will it manage or reduce flooding?
· Will it attenuate the flow and run off of water?
· Does it avoid locations within Flood Zones 2 and 3?
· Will it promote Sustainable Drainage systems?
· Will it impact on of ground and surface water flooding?
· In relation to heritage assets does it integrate climate change mitigation and adaptation measures into the historic environment sensitively?
· Will it support mitigation and adaption measures that increase biodiversity resilience?
	Water/ Climatic factors/ Material assets

	13. Climate Change and Energy Efficiency
To adapt to climate change by minimise energy usage and to develop Ashfield’s renewable energy resource, reducing dependency on non-renewable sources.
	· Will it improve energy efficiency of new buildings?
· Will it support the generation and use of renewable energy?
· Will it increase carbon emissions?
· Will it encourage the use of clean, low carbon, energy efficient technologies?
	Climatic factors/ Material assets

	14.Travel and Accessibility
To improve travel choice and accessibility, reduce the need for travel by car and shorten the length and duration of journeys.
	· Will it utilise and enhance existing transport infrastructure?
· Will it help to develop a transport network that minimises the impact on the environment?
· Will it potentially reduce journeys undertaken by car by encouraging alternative modes of transport?
· Will it give rise to a significant net increase in private car journeys?
· Will it have access to pedestrian & cycle routes for localised leisure opportunities? 
	Population/ Human health/ Climatic factors/Landscape/  Material assets

	15. Employment
To create high quality employment opportunities including opportunities for increased learn and skills to meet the needs of the District.
	· Will it provide employment opportunities for local people?
· Will it provide land and buildings of a type required by businesses?
· Will it support and improve education/training facilities to meet local needs?
· Will it contribute towards meeting skill shortages?
· Will it improve access to employment by means other than single occupancy car?
	Population/ Human Health/ Material assets.

	16. Economy
To improve the efficiency, competitiveness and adaptability of the local economy.

	· Will it improve business development and enhance competitiveness?
· Will it make land and property available to encourage investment and enterprise taking into account current and future working environments?
· Will it provide supporting infrastructure?
· Will it provide business clusters?
· For a heritage asset will it promote heritage-led regeneration? 
	Population/ Human Health/ Material assets

	17. Town Centres
Increase the vitality and viability of Ashfield’s town centres.
	· Will it improve the vitality of existing town? 
· Will it improve the viability of existing town centres?
· Will it provide for the needs of the local community?
· Will it make the town centre a place to attract visitors?
	Population/ Material assets.


Table 2-2 shows the extent to which the SA objectives encompass the range of issues identified in the SEA Regulations.  
[bookmark: _Toc225774736][bookmark: _Toc228182046][bookmark: _Toc230795354]Table 2-2 – SA Objectives and SEA Regulations Topics
	SA Objectives
	SEA Regulation Topic

	Biodiversity
	6,7,

	Population*
	1,2,4,5,14,15,16,17

	Human Health
	1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9,14,15,16

	Fauna
	6,7,8

	Flora
	6,7,8

	Soils
	8,

	Water
	10,12

	Air
	9

	Climatic Factors
	6,10,11,12,13,14

	Material Assets*
	1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9,11,12,13,14,15,16,17

	Cultural heritage, including architectural and archaeological heritage
	3,7,

	Landscape
	6,7,11,14


* These terms are not clearly defined in the SEA Regulation.
[bookmark: _Toc231283749]Appraisal of sites
The draft site allocations (and reasonable alternatives) have been appraised against the SA objectives that comprise the SA Framework using tailored appraisal criteria and associated thresholds of significance (Site Assessment Framework) that was consulted on in the SA Scoping Report (December 2019). Appendix H sets out the sites assessment framework used to appraise the allocated sites and reasonable alternatives. Additional site alternatives identified by the Council have been subject to the same SA site assessment as those sites included in Pre-Submission Draft SA Report (Nov 2023) Appendix H: Appraisal of Site Alternatives.
It should be noted that the site appraisal does not take into account the provisions of the mitigation provided by draft Local Plan policies.  This is to ensure that all sites are considered equally.
The updated site appraisal is set out in Appendix D.  Where changes to the SA scoring or appraisal commentary have been identified these are presented in underline for additional text or with strikethrough for deleted text. Where the text is not underlined or struck through it is the original text taken from the relevant Pre-Submission Draft SA Report (Nov 2023) Appendix H and has not been changed.  
[bookmark: _Toc231283750]Appraisal of policies
Where policy has been re-appraised, the following scoring system has been used to appraise the effects against the SA objectives. The scoring system (Table 2-2) was established in the SA Scoping Report (2019) and has been used to appraise the policies and proposals in the Local Plan as they have developed. 
[bookmark: _Toc225774737][bookmark: _Toc228182047][bookmark: _Toc230795355]Table 2-3 - Scoring system used in the SA of proposed policies and sites
	[bookmark: _Hlk190678932]Score
	Description
	Symbol

	Significant Positive Effect
	The option contributes significantly to the achievement of the objective.
	++

	Minor Positive Effect
	The option contributes to the achievement of the objective but not significantly.
	+

	Neutral
	The option does not have any effect on the achievement of the objective 
	0

	Minor Negative Effect
	The option detracts from the achievement of the objective but not significantly.
	-

	Significant Negative Effect
	The option detracts significantly from the achievement of the objective.
	--

	No Relationship
	There is no clear relationship between the option and the achievement of the objective or the relationship is negligible.
	~

	Uncertain
	The option has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information may be available to enable an appraisal to be made. 
	?


NB: where more than one symbol/colour is presented in a box it indicates that the appraisal has identified both positive and negative effects.  Where a box is coloured but also contains a ‘?’, this indicates uncertainty over whether the effect could be a minor or significant effect although a professional judgement is expressed in the colour used. A conclusion of uncertainty arises where there is insufficient evidence for expert judgement to conclude an effect.
The policy re-appraisal within Appendix E and F utilises the same matrices and original text as the Pre-Submission Draft SA Report (2023).  Where changes to the SA scoring or appraisal commentary have been identified these are presented in underline for additional text or with strikethrough for deleted text. Where the text is not underlined or struck through it is the original appraisal text taken from the Pre-Submission Draft SA Report (Feb 2023) appendix and has not been changed.  
[bookmark: _Toc231283751]Secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects
The policies of the Local Plan Pre-Submission Draft do not sit in isolation from each other.  The policies will work together to achieve the objectives of the Plan.  For this reason, it is important to understand what the combined sustainability effects of the policies will be.  
The assessment of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan policies contained in the 2023 SA Report has been updated as part of this addendum has been undertaken by Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan chapter in order to determine the cumulative effects of each policy area.  In addition, a cumulative effects appraisal was undertaken in order to clearly identify areas where policies work together.  This appraisal is contained in Section 5.8 of the 2023 SA Report and is reviewed in Section 3.3 of this addendum in order to reflect the proposed modifications to the draft Local Plan.  
[bookmark: _Toc231283752]When the SA was undertaken and by whom
Work to complete this addendum to the 2023 SA Report was undertaken by WSP in March/ April 2026. 
[bookmark: _Toc231283753]Technical Difficulties
The SEA Regulations require the identification of any difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of knowledge) encountered during the appraisal process. Section 4.5 of the 2023 SA Report outlined technical difficulties and assumptions in undertaking the SA of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan.  No technical difficulties were encountered during the preparation of this addendum. The uncertainties and assumptions set out in Section 4.5 of the 2023 SA Report remain relevant.
[bookmark: xchp0019][bookmark: _Toc231283754]Appraisal of the Proposed Modifications
[bookmark: _Toc231283755]Introduction
This section summarises the appraisal of the proposed modifications. Section 3.2 details the outcome of the screening used to determine the significance of the proposed modifications. 
Sections 3.3 to 3.7 then summarise the appraisal of those modifications deemed to be significant for the purposes of the SA, and consider the implications for the appraisal of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan contained in the 2023 SA Report in respect of the following components of the plan: 
Local Plan Vision and Strategic Objectives (Section 3.3); 
Proposed land allocations (Section 3.4); 
Local Plan policies (Section 3.5). 
Updates to the appraisal of sites and policies contained in the 2023 SA Report in light of the modifications are summarised with detail set out in Appendices D to F.  Where appropriate, new text is underlined, and deleted text is indicated by strikethrough.   
Section 3.6 considers the implications of the modifications for the appraisal of cumulative effects contained in the 2023 SA Report before Section 3.7 outlines whether any further mitigation measures are required. 
Section 5.3 to 5.5 of the 2023 SA Report identifies, describes and appraises the likely significant effects of each of the strategic options considered at the key stages of the Local Plan development.  It documents the process of the selection and refinement of the preferred housing quantum, employment quantum and spatial strategy options leading up to the submission of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan.  This is not repeated here.
[bookmark: _Toc231283756]Identification of potentially significant proposed modifications
Table 3-1 below identified the potentially significant MMs to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan. The results of the review of all such modifications are set out in Appendix A. 
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[bookmark: _Toc225774738][bookmark: _Toc228182048][bookmark: _Toc230795356]Table 3-1 – Summary of Main Modifications (MMs) to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan that are considered significant for the purposes of SA
	MM Reference
	Plan section
	Summary of proposed modification
	Why this MM is considered significant for the SA

	MM1, MM2, MM3, MM6, MM13, MM14, MM96
	Para 1.28, Figure 1, Para 1.62, Para 3.2, Figure 4, S6: Meeting Future Needs – Strategic Employment Allocation at Junction 27 M1, EM2: Employment Land Allocations
	Removal of reference to safeguarding the route for HS2. 
	Although the removal of the safeguarded route for HS2 within Ashfield is not significant in terms of the assessment of effects, the SA Report was updated to reflect that the safeguarding has been removed. 


	MM7
	S1: Spatial Strategy
	The proposed changes ensure that Policy S1 explicitly references that sites are included in the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan, as proposed to be amended, that would require release land from the Green Belt.
	This does not represent a change to the spatial strategy as a whole but rather clarifies the basis on which the submitted strategy has been prepared and assessed. The findings of the appraisal against SA Objective 1 (housing), 7 (landscape), 15 (employment) and 16 (economy) were reviewed.  No changes were made to the scoring but commentary updated as necessary.

	MM10
	S2: Sustainable Development
	Amendments to criterion 4 to ensure major development maximises and delivers social value.
	The modification clarifies the scale of development with regards to delivery of social value. The policy appraisal was reviewed in relation SA Objective 5 (Social Inclusion Deprivation), and no changes were made to the scoring, but commentary was updated as necessary.

	MM12
	S3: Climate Change
	Adds in a requirement for achieving lower than greenfield run off rates within the catchment of the River Leen, where possible.
	The modification seeks lower run off rates than greenfield in the River Leen catchment, where possible. The findings of the SA were reviewed in relation to SA Objective 12 (flood risk). No changes were made to the scoring, but commentary was updated as necessary.

	MM15
	S7: Meeting Future Housing Provision
	Amendments to Policy S7 to include the addition of requirements for the number of gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople’s pitches and plots outlined in the Ashfield District Council Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) 2021.
	The proposed change incorporates the needs for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople in the GTAA 2021. The policy was assessed as ‘significant positive’ against SA Objective 1 (housing). The findings of the SA were reviewed in relation to this objective. No changes were made to the scoring, but commentary was updated as necessary.

	MM18
	S7: Meeting Future Housing Provision
Para. 3.65 & Table 2
	Amends this section in relation to monitoring/allocation figures for housing, to demonstrate the minimum housing requirement is being met. 
	The table confirms that the proposed allocations (with completions and commitments) as proposed to be changed within the main modifications, meet the minimum housing requirement. The findings of the SA (including for site allocations) were reviewed in light of the change. No changes were identified for the policy appraisal. 

	MM20
	S9: Growth & Infrastructure
	Added support for the provision of waste management facilities (where appropriate) to Policy S9. 
	The modification resulted in Policy S9 being assessed as having a mix of minor positive and minor negative effects against SA Objective 11 (waste), whilst it previously was scored as having only a minor negative effect. 

	MM23
	S13: Green and Blue Infrastructure and Biodiversity
	Ensures Policy S13 is informed by the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham.
	The modification was unlikely to change the significant positive effects assessed for SA Objective 6 (biodiversity), but the findings of the SA were reviewed in relation to this objective. No changes were made to the scoring, but commentary was updated as necessary. The Strategy was also reviewed for the cumulative effects assessment.

	MM27
	EV4: Green and Blue Infrastructure and Biodiversity
	Policy EV4’s title was clarified to include reference to Blue Infrastructure. 
	The modification was not considered likely to alter the significant effects previously identified for SA Objective 6 (biodiversity), or the positive effects identified for SA Objectives 10 (water quality) and 12 (flood risk). However, the inclusion of reference to blue infrastructure was reviewed against these objectives to ensure that the definition of Green Infrastructure set out in the Local Plan glossary was appropriately reflected in the assessment. No changes to the scoring were required, although supporting commentary was updated where necessary.

	MM28
	EV5: Green Space & Recreational Facilities
	Amends a number of criteria within Policy EV5 to explicitly provide protection to sports facilities and playing fields. 
	The modification widens the policy criteria to specifically reference to sports facilities. Positive effects were assessed for SA Objective 2 (health) and SA Objective 5 (social inclusion). No changes were made to the scoring, but commentary was updated as necessary.

	MM32
	EV9: Historic Environment
	Amends a number of criteria in Policy EV9 to better be able to protect heritage assets and now directly includes criterion for the consideration of developments effects on archaeological assets.
	The main modification makes a number of changes to the policy. Significant positive effects were assessed against SA Objective 3 (historic environment).  No changes were made to the scoring but the supporting commentary for the appraisal was updated to include reference to the fact the policy would now specifically protect potential and known archaeological heritage assets from development.

	MM34
	H1: Housing
	Amends Policy H1 to include 13 additional housing site allocations and provided updated housing site information and amendments. 
	The modification includes identification of a range of new allocations. This resulted in a need to update the SA to include appraisal of the 13 additional housing site allocations. The sites that had not previously been appraised were subject to appraisal in the 2025 SA Report Addendum. The assessment of these additional housing site allocations is available within Appendix D.

	MM35, MM39, MM41, MM45, MM57, MM60, MM66, MM75, MM77, MM81, MM82,
	New Policies for site allocations
	New Policies related to site allocations.
· H1Hb: Linby Boarding Kennels, Hucknall
· H1Hc: North of A611 / South of Broomhill Farm, Hucknall
· H1Hd: Adj, Stubbing Wood Farm, Hucknall
· H1Ka: Beacon Farm, Kirkby-In-Ashfield
· H1Si: Rear of Kingsmill Hospital, Sutton-In-Ashfield
· H1Ss: East of A6075 Beck Lane, Skegby
· H1Va: Plainspot Farm, Brinsley
· H1Vc: Bull & Butcher PH, Selston
· H1Ve: Park Lane / South West of M1, Selston
· H1Vg: North of Larch Close, Underwood
· H1Sk: Sunnyside Farm, Huthwaite

	The modifications introduce new policies for a number of site allocations. The policies have been appraised. 
The detailed appraisal of these policies is available within Appendix F.

	MM88
	H6: Housing Mix
	Amends Policy H6 with an up to date housing mix that will be used to inform discussions between the District Council and future applicants/developers.
	The modification sets out the housing mix sought within new development within policy wording. Significant positive effects were assessed for SA Objective 1 (housing). No changes were made to the scoring but the but the supporting commentary for the appraisal of Policy H6 was updated. 

	MM90
	H7: Housing Density
	Amends Policy H7 to include a criterion relating to lower housing densities being acceptable where development would otherwise result in significant adverse impacts on its surrounding historic environment, settlement pattern and/or landscape character. 
	The modification adds new criterion that cuts across various factors. Minor positive effects were assessed for SA Objective 1 (housing), 3 (historic environment) and 7 (landscape). No changes were made to the scoring but the supporting commentary for appraisal of Policy H7 was updated to reflect the new stance on housing density. 

	MM92
	H8: Houses in Multiple Occupation
	Amends Policy H8 criteria governing Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) to further clarify where HMOs are acceptable and further clarifies situations where the creation of an HMO would not be suitable. 
	The modification changes a number of cross cutting criteria. Positive effects were assessed against SA Objective 1 (housing), 2 (health), 3 (historic environment) and 5 (social inclusion). No changes were made to the scoring but the but the supporting commentary for the appraisal of Policy H8 was updated to reflect the amendments made to the HMO criteria.

	MM99
	SH1: Town Centre Uses
	Amends Policy SH1 to ensure the Town Centre Local Centre Study, 2023 is considered when assessing whether hot food takeaways, better shops and/or pubs/drinking establishment development would result in creating a cluster of such development.
	The proposed change includes an additional evidence reference that may provide context for when assessing whether development would result in clusters. No changes to the significant positive effects assessed for SA Objective 17 (town centres) were made, but the supporting appraisal commentary for Policy SH1 was updated to reflect the need to consider the Town Centre Local Centre Study, 2023.

	MM100
	SH2: Local shopping centres, shopping parades, and single shops
	Amends Policy SH2 to ensure the Town Centre Local Centre Study, 2023 is considered when assessing whether hot food takeaways, better shops and/or pubs/drinking establishment development would result in creating a cluster of such development.
	No changes to the minor positive effects assessed for SA Objectives 15 (economy) and neutral effects identified for SA Objective 17 (town centres) were made, but the supporting appraisal commentary for Policy SH2 was  updated to reflect the need to consider the Town Centre Local Centre Study, 2023.

	MM101
	SD5: Developer Contributions
	Added support for the provision of waste management facilities (where appropriate) to Policy SD5. 
	The modification adds a new criterion regarding waste management. This resulted in Policy SD5 being assessed as having a minor positive effect against SA Objective 11 (waste), whilst it previously was scored as having a neutral effect. 

	MM103
	SD12: Advertising
	Amends the criteria for Policy SD12 to clearly state a need for development to ensure it has no adverse effect on the significance of heritage assets, including their setting.
	The modification was not unlikely to change the minor positive effects assessed for SA Objective 3 (historic environment), but the commentary for the appraisal Policy SD12 was updated to capture the detailed amendment to the policy. 

	MM106
	Appendix 2: Five Year Housing Land Supply & Housing Trajectory
	Amends Appendix 2 to update it to showing accurate Five Year Land Supply and Housing Trajectory.
	The modification relates to a supporting appendix. However, the modification gives operational effect to the main modifications associated with new 13 housing site allocations and Policy H1 (MM34). The revised supply, trajectory and delivery assumptions are therefore material to the outcomes of any re‑appraisal of Policy H1 and policies related to additional allocations.

	MM107
	Appendix 2a: Distribution of New Housing Development (Dwellings) by Settlement Hierarchy - Oct. 2025
	Appendix 2a is a new appendix that provides detailed data in respect of the Distribution of New Housing Development (Dwellings) by Settlement Hierarchy - October 2025.
	The modification gives operational effect to the main modifications associated with new 13 housing site allocations and Policy H1 (MM34). The distribution of development was therefore material to the outcomes of the appraisal of Policy H1 the site policies.

	MM108
	H1: Housing - Appendix 11: Policy H1 - Housing Site Masterplans
	Appendix 11: Policy H1 - Housing Site Masterplans is a new appendix including updated masterplans for housing sites. 
	The proposed change relates to a supporting appendix but gives operational effect to the proposed additional allocations and associated changes introduced through other main modifications, as reflected in the changes proposed to Policy H1 (MM34) and new site policies.

	MM109
	Appendix 12: Monitoring Framework
	Appendix 12: Monitoring Framework is a new appendix that identifies the Monitoring Framework for the Local Plan should it be adopted. 
	Text associated with the Monitoring Framework within the SA was updated to ensure it is consistent with Appendix 12, where appropriate. 



Table 3-2 below identified the potentially significant Policies Map Modifications (PMM) to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan. The results of the review of all such modifications are set out in Appendix B. 
[bookmark: _Toc225774739][bookmark: _Toc228182049][bookmark: _Toc230795357]Table 3-2 - Summary of Policy Map Modifications (PMMs) to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan that are considered significant for the purposes of SA
	PMM Reference
	Policies Map section
	Summary of proposed modification
	Why this PMM is considered significant for the SA

	PMM1 – PMM13
	H1: Housing
	Updates Policies Map to include the 13 new housing site allocations. 
	Yes. The inclusion of the 13 new additional housing site allocations is considered significant for the purpose of the SA. The 2025 SA Report Addendum included the appraisal of newly identified sites that had not previously been appraised, and this Addendum includes the assessment outputs and reasons for selection (Appendix D).

	PMM15
	H1: Housing
	Remove housing allocation H1Vd due to its size being below the 10-dwelling threshold and to avoid double-counting with small site windfall allowance.
	Yes. The removal of H1Vd from the policies map is proposed given its size and to avoid double-counting. Although no changes are considered necessary to the site assessment, the SA Report was revised to reflect that the site no longer forms part of the Local Plan and reasons for non-selection recorded.

	PMM17
	HS2 -Safeguarded Route Remove the High Speed 2 (HS2) safeguarded railway route following Government Advice. 
	HS2 - Safeguarded Route Remove the High Speed 2 (HS2) safeguarded railway route following Government Advice. 
	Yes. Although the removal of the safeguarded route for HS2 within Ashfield is not significant in terms of the assessment of effects, the SA Report was updated to reflect that the safeguarding direction has been removed.


Table 3-3 below identified the potentially significant Additional Modifications (AM) to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan. The results of the review of all such modifications are set out in Appendix C. 
[bookmark: _Toc225774740][bookmark: _Toc228182050][bookmark: _Toc230795358]Table 3-3 - Summary of Additional Modifications (AMs) to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan that are considered significant for the purposes of SA
	AM Reference
	Plan section
	Summary of proposed modification
	Why this AM is considered significant for the SA

	AM1
	Para 1.1
	Ensures accurate reference to the most up to date Waste Local Plan.
	The SA cumulative effects assessment was reviewed to ensure it considers the Waste Local Plan 2025. 

	AM8, AM9, AM22, AM24
	Para 1.54
Para 1.55
Para 5.89
Para 5.93
	Adds reference to the East Midlands Vision for Growth, the East Midlands Growth Plan 2025 -2035, East Midlands Inclusive Growth Framework and Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham documents. 
	The SA cumulative effects assessment was reviewed to ensure it considers the East Midlands Vision for Growth, the East Midlands Growth Plan 2025 -2035,  East Midlands Inclusive Growth Framework and Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham documents.

	AM17  
	S13: Green and Blue Infrastructure and Biodiversity
	Amends the title for Policy S13 to refer to blue as well as infrastructure.
	The change in policy title is not considered significant for the purposes of the SA in itself. However, the inclusion of reference to blue infrastructure was reviewed to ensure that the definition of Green Infrastructure set out in the Local Plan glossary was appropriately reflected in the assessment. No changes to the assessment scoring were made. 



[bookmark: _Toc231283757]Local Plan Vision and Strategic Objectives
The Local Plan vision and accompanying 14 strategic objectives were assessed for their compatibility with the SA objectives with the findings presented in Section 5.2 of the 2023 SA Report.  The screening has confirmed that the proposed modifications will not result in changes to the vision or objectives and therefore the 2023 SA Report assessment remains valid.
[bookmark: _Toc231283758]Proposed Land Allocations
[bookmark: _Toc231283759]Housing Allocations
Within the MMs, the Council has proposed a range of additional site allocations to be included in Policy H1 to enable it to identify the range of sites required to meet the housing requirement in the Pre-Submission Draft Local, whilst one site was removed due being below the 10 dwelling threshold. 
The 2025 SA Report Addendum included the appraisal of the sites not previously subject to SA. An updated appraisal is contained in Appendix D. Appendix D also contains an appraisal of any new sites considered to be reasonable alternatives by the Council since the submission of the Local Plan. 
Table 5.6 to 5.9 of the Pre-submission SA Report (Nov 2023) set out summaries of the proposed housing allocations in the Hucknall, Kirkby, Sutton and Selston Parish area. These tables are updated as set out in Table 3-4 to Table 3-7.   

[bookmark: _Toc225774741][bookmark: _Toc228182051][bookmark: _Toc230795359]Table 3-4 - Updated Summary SA of proposed housing allocations – Hucknall area
	[bookmark: _Hlk82763293]SHELAA Site 
Ref:
	Site Address:
	Proposed allocation reference
	1. Housing
	2. Health
	3. Historic Environment
	4. Community Safety
	5. Social Inclusion Deprivation
	6. Biodiversity & Green Infrastructure
	7.Landscape
	8.Natural Resources
	9.Air & noise pollution
	10.Water Quality
	11.Waste
	12. Climate Change and Flood Risk
	13.Climate Change and Energy Efficiency
	14.Travel and accessibility
	15.Employment
	16. Economy
	17. Town Centres

	HK009
	Seven Stars PH, West Street / Ogle Street, Hucknall
	H1Ha
	+
	++
	--
	0
	+
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	0
	0 
	0
	++
	+
	+
	++

	HK013
	Linby Boarding Kennels, East of Church Lane, Hucknall
	H1Hb
	++
	+/-
	-
	0
	++
	-
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	HK016
	Land north of A611 / South of Broomhilll Farm, Hucknall
	H1Hc
	++
	+/-
	0
	0
	++
	--
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	HK019
	Land rear 214 - 220 Nottingham Road, Hucknall
	H1Hc - part
	+
	+
	0
	0
	+
	0
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	HK020
	Land rear 224 Nottingham Road, Hucknall
	H1Hc - part
	++
	+/-
	0
	0
	++
	0
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	HK022
	Land adjoining Stubbing Wood Farm, Watnall Road, Hucknall
	H1Hd
	++
	+
	--
	0
	++
	-
	--
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	HK023
	Phases 5 (part) and 9, land at Rolls Royce, Watnall Road, Hucknall
	H1He
	++
	+/-
	-
	0
	++
	-
	0
	++
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	--
	-
	+

	HK024
	Phase 9, Rolls Royce, Watnall Road, Hucknall
	H1Hf
	++
	+
	0
	0
	+
	--
	--
	++
	-
	0
	0
	--
	0
	--
	--
	--
	+

	HK034
	Farley's Lane, Hucknall
	H1Hc
	+
	-
	0
	0
	+
	0
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	HK043
	Lime Tree Road Allotments, Hucknall
	H1Hc
	++
	--+
	0
	0
	++
	-
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	HK050
	Land rear 214 - 224 Nottingham Road, Hucknall
	H1Hc
	++
	+/-
	0
	0
	++
	0
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	HK051 (composite site HK016, HK034, HK043 & HK050)
	Land north of A611 / South of Broomhilll Farm, Hucknall incorporating land off Nottingham Road, Farleys Lane and Limetree Road Allotments
	H1Hc 
	 
	--+/-
	0
	0
	++
	--
	 
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+



[bookmark: _Toc225774742][bookmark: _Toc228182052][bookmark: _Toc230795360]Table 3-5 - Updated Summary SA of proposed housing allocations – Kirkby area
	SHELAA Site 
Ref:
	Site Address:
	Proposed allocation reference
	1. Housing
	2. Health
	3. Historic Environment
	4. Community Safety
	5. Social Inclusion Deprivation
	6. Biodiversity & Green Infrastructure
	7.Landscape
	8.Natural Resources
	9.Air & noise pollution
	10.Water Quality
	11.Waste
	12. Climate Change and Flood Risk
	13.Climate Change and Energy Efficiency
	14.Travel and accessibility
	15.Employment
	16. Economy
	17. Town Centres

	[bookmark: _Hlk147222274]KA002
	Beacon Farm, Derby Road, Kirkby-In Ashfield
	H1Ka
	++
	+/-
	0
	0
	++
	--
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	KA003
	Land off Millers Way, Kirkby-In Ashfield
	H1Kb
	++
	-
	-
	0
	++
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	++

	KA011
	Land at Doles Lane, Kirkby-In Ashfield
	H1Kc
	++
	+
	-
	0
	++
	0
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	KA012
	Land off Farm View Road/ Walesby Drive, Kirkby-In Ashfield
	H1Kd
	++
	+
	0
	0
	++
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	KA026
	Land off Diamond Avenue, Kirkby-In-Ashfield
	H1Ke
	++
	++
	0
	0
	++
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	KA029
	Warwick Close, Kirkby-In-Ashfield
	H1Kf
	+
	+
	0
	0
	+
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	KA032
	Garage site off Central Avenue, Kirkby-In-Ashfield
	HiKl
	+
	+
	0
	0
	+
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	KA038
	Land behind 126 Skegby Road, Kirkby-In-Ashfield
	H1Kg
	+
	++
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	KA046
	Land Off Hucknall Road, Newstead
	H1Kh
	++
	-
	0
	0
	++
	--
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	No SHELAA ref
	Laburnum Avenue, Kirkby-in-Ashfield
	H1Kk
	++
	+
	0
	0
	++
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	KA024
	Abbey Road, Kirkby
	H1Km
	++
	+
	0
	0
	++
	0
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	KA057
	Southwell Lane, Kirkby
	H1Kn
	++
	+/-
	-
	0
	++
	--
	0
	++
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	KA058
	former Kirkland’s care home, Fairhaven, Kirkby
	H1Ko
	+
	+
	0
	0
	+
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	KA059
	Pond Hole, Kirkby
	H1Kp
	+
	++
	0
	0
	++
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	++

	KA060
	Former Wyvern Club site, Lane End, Kirkby
	H1Kq
	+
	++
	0
	0
	++
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	++

	KA061
	Ellis Street, Kirkby
	H1Kr
	+
	++/-
	0
	0
	++
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	++







[bookmark: _Toc225774743][bookmark: _Toc228182053][bookmark: _Toc230795361]Table 3-6 - Updated Summary SA of proposed housing allocations – Sutton area
	[bookmark: _Hlk147220311]SHELAA Site 
Ref:
	Site Address:
	Proposed allocation reference
	1. Housing
	2. Health
	3. Historic Environment
	4. Community Safety
	5. Social Inclusion Deprivation
	6. Biodiversity & Green Infrastructure
	7.Landscape
	8.Natural Resources
	9.Air & noise pollution
	10.Water Quality
	11.Waste
	12. Climate Change and Flood Risk
	13.Climate Change and Energy Efficiency
	14.Travel and accessibility
	15.Employment
	16. Economy
	17. Town Centres

	SA003
	Rear of 211 Alfreton Road, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sa
	++
	-
	0
	0
	++
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA004
	Ashland Road West, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sae
	++
	+
	0
	0
	++
	-
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	SA006
	Adj 113 Beck Lane, Skegby
	H1Su Forms part of
	+
	+
	0
	0
	+
	0
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	SA007
	Beck Lane / Mansfield Road, Skegby
	H1Saa
	++
	+
	0
	0
	++
	-
	--
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	SA009
	Cauldwell Road, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sb
	++
	+/-
	0
	0
	++
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	0

	SA013
	West of Fisher Close, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sc
	++
	+
	0
	0
	++
	-
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	SA014
	Gilcroft Street / St Andrews Street, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sw (combined)
	++
	++
	-
	0
	++
	--
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA015
	Gilcroft Street / St Andrews Street, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sw (combined)
	++
	++
	-
	0
	++
	-
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA016 (& SA044) 
	Adj Oakham Business Park, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sd
	++
	+
	--
	0
	+
	0
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	--
	+
	+
	0

	SA017
	Priestic Road, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Se
	+
	-
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	++

	SA021
	Land off Blackwell Road, Huthwaite
	H1St Forms part of
	++
	++
	-
	0
	++
	-
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA022
	Rear 23 Beck Lane, Skegby
	H1Sf
	+
	+
	-
	0
	+
	-
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	SA023
	Former Miner's Welfare Sports Ground, Stanton Hill, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sg
	++
	-
	-
	0
	++
	--
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA025
	Pasture Farm, Alfreton Road, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sh
	++
	+/-
	-
	0
	++
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA033
	Rear Kingsmill Hospital, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Si
	++
	+/-
	-
	0
	++
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	SA038
	Land off Vere Avenue, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sw (combined)
	++
	+
	-
	0
	++
	--
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	SA041
	Clegg Hill Drive, Huthwaite
	H1Sj
	++
	-
	0
	0
	++
	0
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA044 
	Land off Hamilton Road, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sd (combined with SA016)
	++
	+/-
	--
	0
	+
	0
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	--
	+
	+
	0

	SA057
	Sunnyside Farm, Blackwell Road, Huthwaite
	H1Sk
	++
	+
	-
	0
	++
	--
	--
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	--
	+
	+
	+

	[bookmark: _Hlk80698417]SA058
	North of Fackley Road, Teversal
	H1Sl
	++
	+/-
	0
	0
	++
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA061
	Land adjacent 88 High Hazels Drive, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sm
	+
	-
	0
	0
	++
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA064
	Adj Molyneux Farm, Fackley Road, Teversal
	H1Sn
	+
	+
	0
	0
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	--
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA065
	Off Fackley Road, Teversal
	H1So
	+
	+
	0
	0
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	--
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA068
	57 Stoneyford Road, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sac
	++
	+
	0
	0
	++
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	--
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA069
	Hardwick Lane Recreation Ground, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sq
	++
	-
	0
	0
	++
	0
	0
	-
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	++

	SA071
	Land off Clare Road, Sutton-In-Ashfield
	H1Sr
	++
	-
	0
	0
	++
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA074
	Land to the east off A6075 Beck Lane, Skegby 
	H1Ss
	++
	+
	-
	0
	+
	-
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	SA082
	Land off Blackwell Road/Main Street, Huthwaite
	H1St
	++
	++
	-
	0
	++
	-
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA084 Combined site SA05, SA06, Part of SA011 & SA078
	Rear 113 to 139 Beck Lane
	H1Su
	++
	0
	0
	0
	+
	-
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	--
	+
	+
	+

	No SHELAA Ref
	Quantum Clothing Site, North Street, Huthwaite
	H1Sag
	++
	++
	0
	0
	++
	-
	0
	++
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	No SHELAA Ref
	Land adjacent 208 Mansfield Road, Sutton in Ashfield
	H1Sah
	+
	++
	0
	0
	+
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	No SHELAA Ref
	Junction of Outram Street/Park Street
	H1Sz
	+
	++
	0
	0
	++
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	++

	No SHELAA Ref
	The Pattern House, Crossley Avenue, Huthwaite
	H1Sad
	+
	++
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	+
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	No SHELAA Ref
	Land Between Redcliffe Street & Leyton Avenue, Sutton in Ashfield
	H1Saj
	+
	++
	0
	0
	++
	0
	0
	+
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA092
	Rookery Lane, Sutton
	H1Sak
	++
	+
	0
	0
	++
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SA024
	Newark Road/Coxmoor Road
	H1Sal
	++
	+
	-
	0
	++
	0
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	SA008
	Beck Lane South, Skegby
	H1Sam
	++
	+
	0
	0
	++
	-
	--
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	No SHELAA Ref
	Radford's Farm, Dawgates Lane, Skegby
	H1San
	++
	+
	-
	0
	++
	-
	-
	--
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+






[bookmark: _Toc225774744][bookmark: _Toc228182054][bookmark: _Toc230795362]Table 3-7 - Updated Summary SA of proposed housing allocations – Selston Parish area
	[bookmark: _Hlk82685012][bookmark: _Hlk147220331]SHELAA Site 
Ref:
	Site Address:
	Proposed allocation reference
	1. Housing
	2. Health
	3. Historic Environment
	4. Community Safety
	5. Social Inclusion Deprivation
	6. Biodiversity & Green Infrastructure
	7.Landscape
	8.Natural Resources
	9.Air & noise pollution
	10.Water Quality
	11.Waste
	12. Climate Change and Flood Risk
	13.Climate Change and Energy Efficiency
	14.Travel and accessibility
	15.Employment
	16. Economy
	17. Town Centres

	SJU001
	Land at Plainspot Farm, New Brinsley,Underwood
	H1Va
	++
	+
	-
	0
	++
	0
	--
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	0

	SJU003
	Off Westdale Road, Jacksdale
	H1Vb
	++
	+
	0
	0
	++
	0
	0
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	0

	SJU014
	Land adj. Bull & Butcher PH, Selston
	H1Vc
	++
	+
	-
	0
	++
	0
	--
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SJU016
	Adj 149 Stoney Lane, Selston
	H1Vd
	+
	+
	0
	0
	+
	0
	--
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	+
	+
	+
	+

	SJU018
	Land at Kirkby Lane Farm, Park Lane, Selston
	H1Ve
	++
	+/-
	0
	0
	++
	-
	--
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SJU020
	Land off Park Lane/ South West M1, Selston
	H1Ve
	++
	+/-
	-
	0
	++
	-
	--
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	+

	SJU031 & SJU043
	Land North of Larch Close, Underwood
	H1Vg
	++
	+
	0
	0
	++
	--
	--
	--
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	0

	SJU032
	Rear of 64-82 Church Lane, Underwood
	H1Vh
	+
	++
	0
	0
	+
	--
	0
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	0

	SJU035
	Westdale Road, Jacksdale
	H1Vi
	+
	+
	0
	0
	+
	0
	0
	-
	-
	0
	0
	-
	0
	++
	+
	+
	0




To reflect the updated appraisal of the site allocations a series of textual changes are proposed to the 2023 SA Report and the 2025 SA Report Addendum.  Paragraph 5.6.9 of the Pre-submission SA Report (Nov 2023) should be amended to read as follows: “…The majority of sites scored positively for town centres (SA Objective 17) due to the location in proximity to Ashfield’s main town centres. Four Eight sites scored significantly positively due to being located in town centre or edge of centre locations.”  
Paragraph 5.6.10 is amended: “A mix of effects were assessed for the sites for impacts on health (SA Objective 2). This reflects that although a number of some sites were assessed as having positive or significant positive effects due to the proximity to open space and GP surgeries, some also include the loss of open space such as H1Sq/SHELAA SA069 allotments (H1Hc/ SHELAA HK043/051)…”
Paragraph 5.6.14 is amended: “Due to their location on brownfield land, a total of thirteen 14 six sites have been assessed as having a positive effect on land use, with four three of these significant due to their size being over 1 ha (SA Objective 8). The development of the majority of sites would result in the loss of greenfield land (or predominantly greenfield land where there may also be some brownfield land).”
Paragraph 5.6.15 is amended: “Although the sites are all within Flood Zone 1 (the least risk of flooding) except for one site which contains some small areas of Flood Zone 2 and 3 (H1Hf/ SHELAA HK024), the assessment of negative effects reflects the location being subject to risk of surface water flooding.” 
Paragraph 5.6.12 of the 2023 SA Report (Nov 2023) referenced that the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) (2023) found no adverse effects on the integrity of any National Site Network (‘European’) sites and an updated HRA Addendum (2026) has found that proposed incorporation of the additional sites would not undermine the HRA work which supported the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan. 
[bookmark: _Toc231283760]Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople allocation
No changes to the site allocations are proposed.
[bookmark: _Toc231283761]Strategic employment land allocations
No changes to the site allocations are proposed.
[bookmark: _Toc231283762]Employment land allocations
No changes are proposed to the site allocations, and no changes have been identified to the appraisal. However, the proposed allocation reference for HK025 -Surplus land for employment, Rolls Royce, Watnall Road, Hucknall in Table 5.12 is updated to reference EM2 H3 (part), which replaces the incorrect reference to site EM4 h4. The summary results of the allocations are presented in Table 5.12 of the 2023 SA Report are not reproduced here.
[bookmark: _Toc231283763]Reasons for the selection of the preferred site allocations and for the rejection of alternatives 
Updated reasons for the selection of the preferred site allocations and for the rejection of alternatives at this stage are set out in Appendix D to this addendum.
[bookmark: _Toc231283764]Local Plan Policies
The screening of the proposed modifications summarised in Section 3.2 has identified proposed changes to the draft Local Plan policies that are considered to be significant for the purposes of the SA.  The detailed policy appraisal matrices contained in Appendix I and J to the 2023 SA Report have been revised to reflect these changes and are presented in Appendix E and F of this addendum.     
Section 5.7 of the 2023 SA Report includes a summary of the performance of each policy chapter of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan against the SA objectives.  Commentary is provided in the following subsections on how the proposed modifications affect the findings of the 2023 SA Report with amendments made to Section 5.7, as appropriate.
[bookmark: _Toc231283765]Sustainable development in Ashfield - Strategic policies
The MMs set out a range of changes to the policy wording of the spatial strategy policies. The proposed modifications have been reviewed (see Appendix A) and those considered significant are summarised in Table 3-1. An updated appraisal is presented in Appendix E.
The changes made to the appraisal of the strategic policies are generally confined to changes to supporting appraisal commentary, rather than scoring changes. The only assessment scoring change identified is for Policy S9 in relation to waste (SA Objective 11). A mixture of minor positive and minor negative effects has been assessed, rather than minor negative effects as previously identified. This update reflects that Policy S9 now allows for the development of sustainable waste management facilities where appropriate. 
In relation to the changes to Policy S1, the modifications clarify that some of the allocated sites would see the release of Green Belt land for development. This does not change the spatial strategy but clarifies that some sites identified as allocations are currently within the Green Belt. No changes to the appraisal scoring have been identified but appraisal commentary has been updated. With regards to Policy S7, MMs relate to the inclusion of Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople needs identified in the Greater Nottingham and Ashfield District Council Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) 2021 (previously only included in Policy H2a) and the inclusion of policy wording for meeting additional future needs for Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Show People. 
To reflect the updated policy wording and the appraisal, Paragraph 5.7.3 of the 2023 SA Report is amended to read: “Policy S7 (Housing Provision) is an overarching policy to ensure that the district’s assessed local housing need is fully met as a minimum and that a mix of size, type, tenure and range of housing is provided within the district. Additionally, the policy sets out the Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople needs identified in the GTAA 2021 and seeks to meet additional future demand/need for Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Show People. Strategic Policy S8…”
The changes proposed to Policy S2, relating to now requiring major development to maximise social value; Policy S3 related to achieving lower than greenfield run off rates, where possible; and to Policy S13, in relation to including reference to blue infrastructure and the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham, led to no changes in appraisal scoring, but appraisal commentary was revised. 
The proposed modifications in the following thematic sections of the Pre-Submission Draft Local have been reviewed (see Appendix A) and those considered significant are summarised in Table 3-1. An updated appraisal is resented in Appendix F.
[bookmark: _Toc231283766]Meeting the challenge of climate change and adapt to its effects
No modifications that were considered significant for the purposes of SA were identified for the policies in this section. However, the appraisal commentary was updated to reflect the final version of the Severn Trent Water Resource Management Plan 2024 (2025) is now in place. 
[bookmark: _Toc231283767]Protecting and enhancing Ashfield’s character through its natural environment and heritage
The modifications identified for this section did not result in a change in the SA scoring identified but did result in updates to its supporting text. The appraisal commentary has been updated for: Policy EV4 to reflect that policy covers blue infrastructure; Policy EV5 to reflect that the policy also seeks to protect sports facilities and playing fields; and Policy EV9 to reflect it now specifically affords protection to potential and known archaeological assets within the District. 
To reflect the updated policy wording and the appraisal, Paragraph 5.7.15 of the 2023 SA Report is amended to read: “These policies set out the approach to conserve and enhance Ashfield’s gGreen and blue iInfrastructure, biodiversity and geodiversity assets; protect the green spaces, sports facilities and playing pitches, the countryside, …”
[bookmark: _Toc231283768]Meeting local housing needs and aspirations
This section of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan has seen the addition of 13 additional housing residential site allocations in Policy H1 (sites appraisal is set out in Appendix D). Additionally, 11 new policies are proposed for site allocations. On the whole, the new site allocation policies would have significant positive or minor positive effects against the SA Objectives of SA Objective 1 (housing), 2 (health), 4 (community safety), 5 (social inclusion), 15 (employment), 16 (economy) and 17 (town centres). Minor negative effects are identified against the SA Objectives 8 (natural resources), 9 (air & noise pollution), 10 (water quality), 11 (waste) and 13 (climate change). 
For SA Objective 3 (historic environment) the majority of the site allocation policies were assessed as having neutral or neutral with uncertain effects. However, policies H1Hb, H1Sk, H1Va and H1Vc are identified as having minor negative effects with uncertainties. 
The majority of the new site allocation policies are assessed as having a combination of minor positive and minor negative effects against SA Objective 6 (biodiversity). This reflects that several sites are located close to, or partially include, designated biodiversity assets, which gives rise to the potential for adverse effects. However, the policies also include requirements to protect and enhance biodiversity, including through mitigation measures such as landscape buffers, resulting in the identification of minor positive effects. In contrast, positive effects are identified for Policies H1Va and H1Vc, as the associated sites are not located in close proximity to identified biodiversity assets.
A similar combination of minor positive and minor negative effects has been identified for all of the new site allocation policies against SA Objective 7 (landscape). This reflects the potential for development to adversely affect local landscape character, whilst recognising that the policies include self‑mitigating measures designed to minimise and manage landscape impacts.
It is also noted that Policy H1Si has been assessed as having minor positive and minor negative effects against SA Objective 8 (natural resources) due to its associated site including both greenfield and a small area of brownfield land. No changes have been identified to the cumulative effects for the policies in this section.
To reflect the updated policy wording and the appraisal, Paragraph 5.7.19 of the 2023 SA Report is amended to read: “The policies in this section support the provision of the housing of the right type and mix to meet the housing needs of the district. This includes identification of a range of allocations in Policy H1 that, when combined with completions and commitments, will help to ensure that the minimum requirements are met. Additionally, a range of site allocation policies are included that support delivery of residential development. The policies have …”   
Additionally, Paragraph 5.7.20 of the 2023 SA Report is amended to read:
“A number of objectives have minor positive effects including community safety (SA Objective 4), social inclusion (SA Objective 5), employment (SA Objective 15) and economy (SA Objective 16). This reflects the broader positive effects that are likely to occur as a result of providing housing to meet the needs of Ashfield’s communities. There is some uncertainty relating to the positive and negative effects for the historic environment (SA Objective 3) and biodiversity (SA Objective 6) dependent on the location of development and implementation of measures in site allocation policies. There are also mixed positive and minor effectives on a range of other objectives related to landscape (SA Objective 7), natural resources (SA Objective 8) and travel and transport (SA Objective 14) dependent on location of development, although and the location of rural exception sites (Policy H4G3) is considered to have a minor negative effect due to the location on primarily greenfield sites on the edge of settlements. There are….”
No changes were made to the appraisal scoring in relation to the other proposed changes in the MMs. However, changes were identified to appraisal commentary to reflect changes in relation to specifying appropriate housing mix (Policy H6); ensuring residential development would be of an appropriate density (Policy H7); and the management of HMOs (Policy H8).  
[bookmark: _Toc231283769]Building a strong economy which provides opportunities for local people
The MMs relating to this section screened in relate to the removal of text referencing High Speed 2 (HS2). No changes are identified to the appraisal. However, Footnote 6 of the 2023 SA Report is updated as follows:
“The High Speed 2 (HS2) rail line is no longer proposed to run through the district following the government announcement on 4 October 2023. However, the route through the district it is still subject to safeguarding directions. Safeguarding directions are no longer in place.”
Additionally, minor changes to the appraisal commentary to reflect the findings of the 2025 Indices of Multiple Deprivation – Total Deprivation have been identified.
[bookmark: _Toc231283770]Placing vibrant town and local centres at the heart of the community
The MMs relating to this section resulted in minor changes to the appraisal commentary to reflect the inclusion of wording related to the Town Centre Local Centre Study 2023. Commentary has also been updated to reflect the 2025 Indices of Multiple Deprivation – Total Deprivation score. No changes to scoring were identified.
[bookmark: _Toc231283771]Achieving successful development through well designed places
The only assessment scoring change identified within this section is for Policy SD5, which was identified as having a minor positive effect SA Objective 11 (waste) rather than a neutral effect as assessed previously, reflecting that this policy now seeks to allow for the provision of sustainable waste management facilities where appropriate.
The appraisal commentary for Policy SD12 was also updated to ensure it reflects that the policy clearly seeks to ensure no adverse effects on the significance and setting heritage assets occur due to new development. No changes have been identified to the summary section in the SA Report.
[bookmark: _Toc231283772]Cumulative, synergistic and indirect effects
Section 5.8 of the 2023 SA Report considers the potential for the policies and proposals contained within the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan to act in-combination both with each other and other plans and programmes to generate cumulative (including synergistic and secondary) effects. 
[bookmark: _Toc231283773]Cumulative effects arising from the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan
Paragraphs 5.8.2 to 5.8.7 and Table 5.13 of the 2023 SA Report presented the appraisal of the cumulative effects of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan by summarising the cumulative effects of each policy section on the SA objectives and by providing an overall judgement on the cumulative effect of the plan policies as a whole. 
Table 3-8 presents an updated table. The only cumulative score in Table 5.13 that has changed as a result of the main modifications is related to the policies contained within the Meeting Local Housing Needs and Aspirations section, which is now assessed as having a mix of minor positive and minor negative effects with uncertainties against SA Objective 6 (biodiversity), reflecting the mix of effects identified for the 11 new residential housing site allocation policies that have been added to this section of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan and discussed in Section 3.5. 
[bookmark: _Toc225774745][bookmark: _Toc228182055][bookmark: _Toc230795363]Table 3-8 – Updated Results of the cumulative effects appraisal
	SA Objective
	Sustainable development in Ashfield -Strategic policies
	Meeting the challenge of climate change and adapt to its effects
	Protecting and enhancing Ashfield’s character through its natural environment and heritage
	Meeting local housing needs and aspirations
	Building a strong economy which provides opportunities for local people
	Placing vibrant town and local centres at the heart of the community
	Achieving successful development through well designed places
	Cumulative 
	Commentary

	1. Housing To ensure that the housing stock meets the housing needs of Ashfield.
	++/-/?
	+
	-
	++
	0
	+
	++
	++
	It is anticipated that the draft Local Plan would have a significant positive effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	2. Health To improve health and wellbeing and reduce health inequalities.
	++/-/?
	+
	+
	++
	+/-
	+
	++/?
	++/-
	It is anticipated that the policies of the draft Local Plan would have a mixed significant positive and minor negative effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	3.Historic Environment To conserve and enhance Ashfield’s historic environment, heritage assets and their settings.

	++/--/?
	-/?
	++
	+/-/?
	+/-/?
	+
	+
	++/--/?
	It is anticipated that the policies of the draft Local Plan would have a mixed significant positive and negative effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	4.Community Safety To improve community safety, reduce crime and the fear of crime.
	+/?
	0
	0
	+
	0
	+
	++
	+
	It is anticipated that the draft Local Plan would have a positive effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	5.Social Inclusion Deprivation
To improve social inclusion and to close the gap between the most deprived areas and the rest of Ashfield.
	++
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	++
	++
	It is anticipated that the draft Local Plan would have a significant positive effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	6. Biodiversity & Green Infrastructure To conserve, enhance and increase biodiversity levels and Green & Blue Infrastructure
	++/-/?
	++/-/?
	++
	+/-/?
	+/-
	0
	++/?
	++/-/?
	It is anticipated that the policies of the draft Local Plan would have a mixed significant positive and minor negative effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	7.Landscape To protect enhance and manage the character and appearance of Ashfield’s landscape /townscape, maintaining and strengthening local distinctiveness and sense of place.
	+/-/?
	-/?
	++
	+/-/?
	+/-/?
	+
	++
	++/-/?
	It is anticipated that the policies of the draft Local Plan would have a mixed significant positive and minor negative effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	8.Natural Resources To minimise the loss of natural resources including soils, greenfield land and the best quality agricultural land.
	++/--/?
	+/-/?
	++
	+/-/?
	+/-/?
	+
	++
	++/--/?
	It is anticipated that the policies of the draft Local Plan would have a mixed positive and negative effect on this SA objective.  Whilst the policies within the Plan encourage the reuse of previously developed (brownfield) land, development will result in the loss of greenfield land, including some ‘best and versatile’ agricultural land.

	9.Air & noise pollution To reduce air pollution and the proportion of the local population subject to noise pollution.
	+/-/?
	+
	+
	-/?
	-
	+
	++/?
	+/-/?
	It is anticipated that the policies of the draft Local Plan would have a mixed positive and minor negative effect on the achievement of the SA objective. There is some uncertainty due to the location of development.

	10.Water Quality To conserve and improve water quality and quantity.

	++/-/?
	++
	+/?
	+/-/?
	-/?
	0
	+
	+/-
	It is anticipated that the policies of the draft Local Plan would have a mixed positive and minor negative effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	11.Waste To minimise waste and increase the re-use and recycling of waste materials.
	+/-
	+
	0
	-/?
	-
	0/-
	++
	+/-
	It is anticipated that the policies of the draft Local Plan would have a mixed positive and minor negative effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	12. Climate Change and Flood Risk To adapt to climate change by reducing and manage the risk of flooding and the resulting detriment to people, property and the environment.
	++
	++
	+
	+/?
	0/?
	0
	+
	++
	It is anticipated that the draft Local Plan would have a significant positive effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	13.Climate Change and Energy Efficiency To adapt to climate change by minimise energy usage and to develop Ashfield’s renewable energy resource, reducing dependency on non-renewable sources.
	++/-
	++
	+
	-
	0/-/?
	0
	+
	++/-
	It is anticipated that the policies of the draft Local Plan would have a mixed significant positive and minor negative effect on the achievement of the SA objective. 

	14.Travel and Accessibility
To improve travel choice and accessibility, reduce the need for travel by car and shorten the length and duration of journeys.
	++/-
	+
	+/-
	+/-/?
	-
	++
	++/?
	++/-
	It is anticipated that the policies of the draft Local Plan would have a mixed significant positive and minor negative effect on the achievement of the SA objective. 

	15.Employment To create high quality employment opportunities including opportunities for increased learn and skills to meet the needs of the District.
	++/-/?
	+
	+
	+
	++
	+
	++/-
	++
	It is anticipated that the draft Local Plan would have a significant positive effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	16. Economy To improve the efficiency, competitiveness and adaptability of the local economy.

	++/-/?
	+
	+
	+
	++
	++
	++/-
	++
	It is anticipated that the draft Local Plan would have a significant positive effect on the achievement of the SA objective.

	17. Town Centres Increase the vitality and viability of Ashfield’s town centres.
	++/-/?
	+/?
	+
	0
	++
	++
	+
	++
	It is anticipated that the draft Local Plan would have a significant positive effect on the achievement of the SA objective.






[bookmark: _Toc231283774]Cumulative effects arising from other Plans and Programmes
Paragraphs 5.8.8 to 5.8.10 set out consideration of the cumulative effects arising from the interaction between the Pre‑Submission Draft Local Plan and other relevant plans and programmes. The proposed modifications include reference to a number of new or updated strategies and policies. 
Paragraph 5.8.8 of the 2023 SA Report is amended to read “These plans and programmes are identified at Appendix C unless subsequently updated and include, for example: …
Nottinghamshire and Nottingham Waste Local Plan (2025);
Severn Trent Water’s Water Resources Management Plan 2019 (and draft WRMP 2024);
The D2N2 Vision 2030 Strategic Economic Plan. East Midlands Combined County Authority: The East Midlands Vision for Growth, the East Midlands Growth Plan 2025 -2035 and the East Midlands Inclusive Growth Framework;
Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham.
In cumulative terms, the Pre‑Submission Draft Local Plan would support the continued growth of the District’s economy in a manner consistent with the objectives of the East Midlands Combined County Authority strategies. Together, these documents promote sustainable economic growth and support wider regional objectives for raising prosperity and opportunities. The Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan would also work alongside the final Water Resource Management Plan 2024 (2025), with both documents supporting the efficient and effective use of water resources within the District.
The Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Nottinghamshire and Nottingham has been considered alongside the Pre‑Submission Draft Local Plan and other relevant plans and programmes. The Strategy provides a strategic framework for coordinated habitat enhancement and connectivity as part of the Government’s Nature Recovery Network. When considered cumulatively with relevant Local Plan policies, including Policy S13, it supports positive cumulative effects for biodiversity and nature recovery at both the District and sub‑regional level.
It is acknowledged that the most up‑to‑date waste planning document for the District is the Nottinghamshire and Nottingham Waste Local Plan (2025). This plan provides the strategic framework for waste management and, when considered cumulatively with relevant Local Plan policies, supports appropriate and sustainable waste management across the District.
These updated documents have been reviewed in the context of the proposed modifications to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan. No changes to the cumulative assessment outlined in the 2023 SA Report are identified. There are no likely significant additional cumulative effects. On this basis, it has not been necessary to update Appendix C, as the review of updated plans and programmes does not alter the conclusions previously reached.
[bookmark: _Toc231283775]Mitigation and Enhancement
As set out in Section 1.4, the SA has been undertaken iteratively alongside and informing the development of the Local Plan.  The appraisal of the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan identifies measures to help address potential negative effects and enhance positive effects associated with the implementation of the Local Plan.  These measures are highlighted within the detailed appraisal matrices contained at Appendices E, F, G, I and J of the SA Report (2023). No additional mitigation measures have been identified as a result of the appraisal of the proposed modifications.
[bookmark: xchp0020][bookmark: _Toc231283776]Conclusion, monitoring and next steps
[bookmark: _Toc231283777]Conclusion
This addendum has presented the findings of the SA of the Main Modifications to the Ashfield Local Plan Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan (2023) submitted for examination in 2024. It has also considered the proposed Policies Map Changes and Additional Modifications. The addendum has screened the proposed changes and updated the 2023 SA Report appraisal where necessary. 
The proposed changes to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan include 11 new policies guiding development of site allocations, which have been appraised. Changes proposed to Policy H1 see the inclusion of 13 additional site allocations, which have been identified to help meet the housing requirement set out in Policy S7. Amongst other changes, Policy S1 is proposed to be changed to ensure that it is explicit that land is being released from Green Belt to accommodate new development. 
In relation to cumulative effects, the review undertaken as part of this SA Addendum has confirmed that the proposed modifications do not give rise to any new or materially different cumulative effects beyond those identified in the 2023 SA Report. The only amendment to the cumulative assessment relates to SA Objective 6 (biodiversity) for the Meeting Local Housing Needs and Aspirations, where the inclusion of additional housing site allocation policies results in a refined conclusion of mixed minor positive and minor negative effects with uncertainties, reflecting the balance between potential effects on designated and non‑designated biodiversity assets and the application of policy‑led mitigation. In all other respects, the cumulative effects conclusions presented in Section 5.8 of the 2023 SA Report remain valid, and no likely significant additional cumulative effects are identified as a result of the proposed modifications.
[bookmark: _Toc231283778]Monitoring
It is a requirement of the SEA Regulations to establish how the significant sustainability effects of implementing the Local Plan will be monitored.  Appendix K to the 2023 SA Report identified a number of potential indicators that could be used for monitoring the sustainability impacts of the emerging Local Plan.
MM109 introduces Appendix 12 (Monitoring Framework) to the Pre‑submission Draft Local Plan. This appendix sets out how the Local Plan will be monitored following adoption to ensure that it is delivering its objectives and that its policies are operating effectively. The SA monitoring framework has been reviewed in light of MM109, and minor amendments have been made to ensure alignment with the updated Local Plan monitoring arrangements. The framework is included in Appendix G: Indicative Monitoring Indicators. The final SA monitoring framework will be included in the Post Adoption Statement (PAS), in line with the SEA Regulations.
[bookmark: _Toc231283779]Next steps
The addendum to the 2023 SA report is a supporting document to the Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040: Main Modifications Consultation. Comments are invited on the findings and recommendations of this report.  
Please note: The consultation is only related to the content of the Main Modifications (soundness) and how they have been prepared (legal compliance). Other parts of the plan will not be considered.
The consultation runs from 17 June to 5.00pm 30 July 2026.
If you wish to make comments, please use one of the following methods: 
E-mail: localplans@ashfield.gov.uk
Online through the interactive form: Main-modifications-consultation
Post: Forward Planning Team, Ashfield District Council, Urban Road, Kirkby-In-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire, NG17 8DA.
Please quote the relevant modification reference, policy or paragraph to which your response relates.  
Following the close of the consultation, the Inspectors will complete and publish their final report, recommending any changes that are considered necessary to make the Local Plan sound.  After adoption of the Local Plan, a Post Adoption Statement will be completed, consistent with the requirements of the SEA regulations 16(4).






	[bookmark: _Toc224916613][bookmark: FirstAppendix][bookmark: _Toc225774766][bookmark: _Toc228182076][bookmark: _Toc228184408]
Screening of Main Modifications
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Screening of Policies Map Modifications
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Screening of Additional Modifications
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Updated Appraisal of Site Alternatives
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Updated Appraisal of Strategic Policies
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Updated Appraisal of Development Management Policies
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Indicative Monitoring Indicators
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Site Scoring Framework





[image: ]


Ashfield Local Plan - Sustainability Appraisal	WSP
Project No.: 42521 | Our Ref No.: 42521	May 2026
Ashfield District Council
	[bookmark: _Toc225774782][bookmark: _Toc228182092][bookmark: _Toc228184424][bookmark: _Toc488916196][bookmark: _Toc489019748][bookmark: _Toc489085787][bookmark: _Toc489085792][bookmark: _Toc489085794][bookmark: _Toc489085815][bookmark: _Toc489085820][bookmark: _Toc489085822][bookmark: _Toc489267628][bookmark: _Toc489267633][bookmark: _Toc489267635][bookmark: _Toc489870959][bookmark: _Toc507750992][bookmark: _Toc507751053][bookmark: _Toc507751110][bookmark: _Toc507751155][bookmark: _Toc507751450][bookmark: _Toc507751661]
Definitions of Significance
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Consultation Summary
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Canon Court West
Abbey Lawn
Shrewsbury
SY2 5DE

wsp.com

WSP UK Limited makes no warranties or guarantees, actual or implied, in relation to this report, or the ultimate commercial, technical, economic, or financial effect on the project to which it relates, and bears no responsibility or liability related to its use other than as set out in the contract under which it was supplied.
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