AP9 – Further information requested regarding Care Homes

Existing Empty Care Homes in Ashfield
The following care homes appear on the Council’s Dilapidated and Empty Properties list as of January 2026:
· Blue Bell Lodge Care Home – Ashfield Street, Sutton in Ashfield. NG17 3BE. Capacity – 55 Rooms.
· The Shires Care Home – The Oval, Sutton in Ashfield. NG17 2FP. Capacity – 42 Rooms


Updated Information in respect of proposed site allocation H1Ca: Former Police Station, Watnall Road, Hucknall:

Planning permission was granted under reference V/2021/0849 for a 73-bed extra-care home at site of former police station on Watnall Road. Decision notice dated 17 April 2023. 
This development is under construction and on schedule for completion by Spring 2026 (Preferred Homes, Gilbert House). 
A review of this development project has been undertaken. It should be noted that whereas the scheme was previously considered to be a 73-bed care home which reflected the reference to C2 in the planning application, the actual approved development relates to the demolition of a police station & erection of 73 self-contained apartments (67 no. 1 bedroom, 6 no. 2 bedroom). The apartments are being marketed as ‘designed as a retirement solution for residents who can live independently’ aimed at over 55s at 100% affordable rent. The ground floor includes communal spaces and staff areas.
There will be an on-site manager responsible for everyday management and maintenance of Gilbert House and the main point of contact on a daily basis. The level of care element is likely to be low. Based on resident’s needs, support will be available by carers, if required.
This commitment is therefore now recorded as individual apartments rather than a C2 care home. (April 2025). 
