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Ashfield Local Plan 2023-2040:
Update to Local Housing Need (LHN) Calculation


August 2026

Introduction

1.1 Paragraph: 008 Reference ID: 2a-008-20241212 of the Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) indicates that local housing need calculated using the standard method may be relied upon for a period of 2 years from the time that a plan is submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for examination.

1.2 The Council note that the 2-year anniversary of the submission of the Plan has now passed. Acknowledging the fact that the Ashfield Local Plan is being examined under the NPPF December 2023 version, this paper sets out the latest calculation using the original Standard Method as follows:

	Step
	Calculation

	1.
	Calculate the average annual household growth over a 10-year period, based on 2014 Household growth data.
Ashfield household growth 2026 to 2036 = 3766 (377 dpa).


	2.
	Adjust the annual figure used on the affordability of the area.  This uses a ‘median workplace-based affordability ratio’ as published by the ONS (Table 5c).  The ratio for Ashfield is 5.59 (2025 ratio published 26th March 2026).

	Adjustment factor =  (5.59 - 4) x 0.25 
				         4

=  1.59  x  0.25
      4

=  0.3975 x 0.25

=  0.099375


	3.
	Total minimum annual need 2026 is calculated as follows:
1 + adjustment factor x projected household growth =
	
	1. 099375 x 377 = 414 dwellings per annum (dpa)




1.3 The LHN used as the basis for the minimum housing requirement in Policy S7 of the submitted Ashfield Local Plan was calculated at 446 dwellings per annum (this figure was identical at April 2023 and April 2024, despite using updated variables). In updating the baseline figures at Stages 1 and 2 of the standard method calculation, the annual minimum requirement falls by 34 dwellings per annum from 446 dpa to 414 dpa.

1.4 The Council also notes that transitional arrangements in the updated Housing Delivery Test (HDT) Rule book (published 17th August 2026) requires that the previous standard method is to be used, up to and including 2026/27, in the absence of an up to date adopted housing need figure.



Effect on Submitted Local Plan Need and supply

1.5 The Council are content that the policies and allocations contained within the submitted Ashfield Local Plan and schedule of proposed Main Modifications remain sound, and in effect, plan for higher than the minimum level of need identified in paragraph 1.2 above.

1.6 Moving forwards, it is acknowledged that the revised standard method for calculating housing need will be utilised in future iterations of the development plan, or where the development plan housing requirement is more than five years old. 

1.7 The LHN calculated under the newly published NPPF (August 2026) would currently amount to some 550 dwellings per annum. However, it should also be noted that NPPF Policy H03 criterion 1a only requires:
i. A supply of specific deliverable sites for five years following the intended date of adoption of the plan, with an appropriate buffer (as set out in Annex D); and
ii. A supply of specific, developable sites or broad locations for growth for the subsequent years 6 to 10 and, where possible, for the remaining plan period, where the plan covers more than 10 years.

1.8 In this regard, the Council considers that the emerging local policies and housing allocations will deliver an appropriate and achievable level of supply and provide a sound basis for future development plans.
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